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Technical Sophistication in Playing the
Oud Instrument: Causes and Techniques

Wael Haddad, Department of Music, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract
This study aims at identifying the reasons that stand
behind the development of the Oud instrument in
the twentieth century, and therefore, the musicians
were able to improve playing techniques. They were
able to move from the old traditional school form to
the descriptive form. As a result, the Oud instrument
has its own characteristics, in addition to its role in
accompanying songs. After introducing the traditional
school of playing the Oud instrument, the researcher
describes the most important factors affecting the
development of playing techniques used in playing
the Oud instrument, including increasing the number
of strings, codification, control tendons (tuning)
and curricula that is taught, as well as precision in
the industry and good selection of wood, and the
emergence of the musician composer, as well as musical
compositions written specially for the Oud. The article
also included the most important techniques used in
playing the Oud instrument, which contributed to the
formation of what might be called the modern school.
Among others, the most important techniques are the
multiplicity of the polyphony and how to use Almdrab,
and the use of the fingers of the right hand in playing,
as well as the use of positions leading to the use of

thumb, enhanced by some music formats.
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