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Abstract

Jerusalem has witnessed a number of
changes resulting from the Israeli occupation
practices, which have had several impacts on the
urban environment leading to an obvious alteration
in the urban identity of the city. The aspects of this
alteration include:

1. Morphology of the city: the distinctive urban
form, tissue and pattern of the city and
landform and the relation thereof with the
built and natural environment.

2. Behavioral Aspects: these are related to the
human relations generated by the urban
environment besides the activities produced
and assimilated by the city.

3. Spiritual and Symbolic Meanings associated
with the urban environment of the city of
Jerusalem.

The study adopts the “holistic constructive
approach” as a methodology for identifying and
analysing the urban transformations in Jerusalem.
The visual and spatial representations of the
transformations are identifed and the impressions
developed towards them are recognized as well as
their effect on the urban idenity of the city. This
approach is considered approriate for percieving
the collective viewpoints with their complex and
contradictory nature resulting from the fact that the
city is under occupation.

The study illustrates the role of the Israeli
occupation in supporting and encouraging these
transformations, which cannot be related to the
natural historic developements. It also reviews the
various senarious of the future of the city, and it
presents a number of  recommendations for
preserving the urban identity of the city.

Keywords: Jerusalem, Urban Identity, Israieli
Settlements, Jerusalem Wall
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