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Abstract
This paper aims at shedding light on the
symbolic meanings of the hand in ancient
mythologies, religious thoughts and Semitic
sculptures of gods and humans. The eye and
hand as symbols were to be the mostly used
in artistic works; the hand, in particulars,
was distinguished for being one of the
oldest symbols since it is strongly related to
creation. Many religious texts mention the
hand to indicate the strength and ability of
God to create and to give blessings, and in
some cases to indicate some particular
human behaviors. Some hand movements
and gestures were to be seen more than
others in the ancient images and statues; one
of them is raising the hands in praying and
asking for god's help. The meanings and
symbolism of the hand were reflected
through the identity of the figure and the
gesture itself. The following symbols were
to appear more than others: blessings,
praising, giving life, fertility, prayer,
royalty, eternity or immortality, power or
sovereignty, and victory.
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