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The magical and fantastical trend in cinema: The
Lady of the Sea as a Case Study

Mona shadad Almaliki. Department of Performing Arts, college
of arts, king saud university.
Abstract

The magical is a distinctive feature in certain cinematic works that
approach lived reality from a perspective that diverges from the
traditional realist film, which typically emphasizes rationality and factual
representation. Grounded in the idea that what transcends the familiar
engages the viewer’s mind in a liminal space between doubt and certainty,
the magical becomes a potent mode for expressing the condition of the
contemporary human being whose existential and non-existential
concerns have become deeply entangled due to the complex
transformations of the modern world. These transformations have called
for a reorientation of artistic tools to better reflect the spirit of the age and
the sensibilities of individuals disillusioned with traditional norms and
inadequate representational frameworks. The study focuses on the film
The Lady of the Sea, aiming to explore the features of the magical in the
film and assess their impact on its narrative structure, character
development, cinematic imagery, and accompanying effects. The study
concludes that the magical allows cinema to open up new modes of
presentation and reception, contributing to a shifting understanding of the
cinematic experience.

Keywords the magical, fantasy, plot, dialogue, cinematic effects,
Lady of the Sea.
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