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Bedouin Singing in Jordan

Mohammed Ghawanmeh, Department of Music,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The aim of this study is highlight one of the genuine
vocal forms in Jordan, which is known as “Bedouin
singing”. This is done through identifying the poetical
and musical characteristics, as well as recognizing
the most famous forms of Bedouin singing in Jordan,
beside the most artistic terms used in this form. The
researcher addressed, through analysis and study, the
most important poetical features of a Bedouins poem
such as poetical rhyme, prosody, architecture, and
themes of the poem, and the most musical features
of Bedouin singing in Jordan especially that which
refers to the melodic rhythm, musical ornamentation,
and musical performance, as well as the most well-
known forms such as: Alhadda’, Alhgeni, Alshroog,
and Alsamer. Beside, the researcher has put a list
of the most important artistic terms: poetical and
musical terms used in Jordanian Bedouins songs. The
researcher came up, by the end of this research, with a
group of results related to the subjec. He also formed a
list that explains the meanings of musical words used
in the study, and a bibliography including the most
important references he referred to.
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The Effect of Color Indications to
Students’ Parents on Raising Their

Children
Ma'moun Al-Momani, Faculty of Education,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The present study aimed at exploring the
effect of color indications to the parents
of the Model School students in Yarmouk
University on raising their children within the
physical, mental, moral, ethical, religious and
social domains. The population of this study
consisted of the parents of Model School’s
students in the second term of the academic
year 2006\2007 totaling 4185 parents. The
researcher chose a random sample from
the population totaling 209 parents with a
percentage of 5%. The research instrument
was distributed to all the participants, but 158
sheets were returned. In order to achieve the
aims of this study the researcher prepared
a questionnaire which consisted in its final
form of 37 items distributed on five fields:
physical, mental, moral, ethical, religious
and social domains. The results of the
study were as follows: 1. All fields gained a
moderate degree within the effect of colors
on raising children. The physical field came
in the first place, mental second, followed
by the moral, the religious in the fourth
place, while the social field came fifth place.
2. There were significant statistical differences
at 0.05 between the means of the effect of
color indications on parents while raising
their children due to sex, place or residence
and monthly income variables. 3. There were
no significant statistical differences at 0.05
between the means of the effect of color
indications on parents while raising their
children due to sex, place or residence and
age category. Accordingly, the researcher put
forth several recommendations.

Keywords: Color indications, children
raising, Yarmouk University, Model School.
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Studying Developing Jewelry
Craftsmanship in Jordan

Khalil Tabaza, Faculty of Fine Arts, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract
For the purposes of this study, the researcher
collected data concerning metal smiths from
the point of view of artistic production, project
management, raw materials, training problems
and education. The data analysis revealed
the necessity of improving and supporting
the handicraft industries, specially jewelry
and the metal smiths sector, by providing
financial aid and developing methods of
education, training and marketing, which
provides this sector with new generations
of qualified craftsmen to be able to adapt
contemporary styles to the traditional ones.
Finally, the researcher recommended paying
attention to creative designers and artists
studies by benefiting from their experience in
developing the Jordanian metal smiths sector.
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Children’s Kinetics Folklore Songs in the
Villages of Irbid

Tamara Nusair, Ministry of Education Teacher,
Es-Sarih, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract
Children’s kinetics folklore songs have not been
subject to numerous studies and research projects.
These studies have usually dealt with heritage surveys,
psychological, educational, bodily (kinetic), and social
relations. They have never taken into consideration
the interpretation of musical elements as a special
expressive language of children’s kinetic folklore
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dealing with children’s music as a music specific reality,

which is the aim of" the present study.
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Technical Sophistication in Playing the
Oud Instrument: Causes and Techniques

Wael Haddad, Department of Music, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aims at identifying the reasons that stand
behind the development of the Oud instrument in
the twentieth century, and therefore, the musicians
were able to improve playing techniques. They were
able to move from the old traditional school form to
the descriptive form. As a result, the Oud instrument
has its own characteristics, in addition to its role in
accompanying songs. After introducing the traditional
school of playing the Oud instrument, the researcher
describes the most important factors affecting the
development of playing techniques used in playing
the Oud instrument, including increasing the number
of strings, codification, control tendons (tuning)
and curricula that is taught, as well as precision in
the industry and good selection of wood, and the
emergence of the musician composer, as well as musical
compositions written specially for the Oud. The article
also included the most important techniques used in
playing the Oud instrument, which contributed to the
formation of what might be called the modern school.
Among others, the most important techniques are the
multiplicity of the polyphony and how to use Almdrab,
and the use of the fingers of the right hand in playing,
as well as the use of positions leading to the use of
thumb, enhanced by some music formats.
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research is needed to collect, design, test and verify sets of possible countermeasures and make them
available as tools for self-management in design tasks.
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In an overview of the situation we are faced with, three basic overall strategies to deal with a Black Attractor
seem to suggest themselves:

1. Do nothing, remain in the “state of despair”, and hope it will disappear!

2. Engage in erratic action under the influence of the Black Attractor, and sink into deeper and deeper
“states of despair”!

3. Intellectually recognize and rationalize the situation and actively formulate countermeasures.

Itis of course the last that we are interested in, and it is structured according to the following sequence
of actions:

(1) Recognition

The irritating state is identified as a design-induced problem, which requires knowledge and
experience in design. All further action will take this insight into consideration. It may be noted by the way,
that “naming” is also a condition for judgement on the weakest scale (the nominal scale) that is available for
measurements.

(2) Intermission

An intermediate action is consciously inserted into the workflow. It interrupts the work on the design
problem temporarily. The only purpose of this measure is, to find one’s way back to “creative/ structured/
organised” work again.

(3) Back to Mission

With a premeditated, clearly defined task, a first step back into the problem is attempted. It may
provoke decisions and change the direction of work flow. Step (2) and Step (3) are connected by a “procedural
condition”, that is: at the last step in (2), it will be clear what the first step in (3) will be.

Itis at the “intermission” that a wide spectrum of possible reactions can be formulated. We conceive
this to be a morphologically structured manual into which all categories of countermeasures can be mapped.
Unfortunately, this manual does not yet exist. It may be regarded as a vast blank region on the landscape
of knowledge in designing professions.

VIII. Conclusion

The specific and strict context of the workshop format was evoking creative crisis situations in
participants, which we consider to be unavoidable and even necessary side effects of such educational
workshops. In general, students perceived the crisis as a “personal crisis”, and a “private issue”. We
argue, however, that design problems by their very nature generate “design induced” crisis situations. As a
common denominator, we choose to call the phenomenon a “Black Attractor”.

Premeditated strategies for the management of such situations are necessary, and designers must
be equipped to handle them professionally. The design, along with the experimental testing of effective
strategies to counteract such situations, should be considered as part of the professional training of
designers. Although often perceived as such, suitable ways of dealing with such problems should not be
regarded as a private matter or an issue of “personal growth”. They should instead be regarded as an issue
of professional expertise and as an integral part of the knowledge-base of “designing professions®. Further
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10. The starting point-dilemma
The hopeless and endless search for the definite starting point of the problem.
(Fallacy of the search for a definite starting point).

11. The expansion of the context.

The problem given is to design a new toy. The solution proposed is a new preschool educational
system.

For the question on why we insist on a specific connection to design, we refer to some theoretical
insights into the nature of designing, planning and the like. Rittel and Webber (Horst W. J. Rittel and
Melvin M. Webber, 1973), in their seminal paper on “Dilemmas of a General Theory of Planning®, give a
list of properties of “wicked problems*”. One of these is cited here as an example, because it may likely
be responsible for one of the escape routes observed in our study: Every wicked problem can be
considered a symptom of another problem.

In order to react professionally, knowledge and experience are indispensable. Itis the declared goal
of design education and training to deliver both. It is irritating to observe, though, that the “accumulation of
knowledge” to a professional field of expertise over time does not apply to design. Many professionals in the
field remain unaware of the theoretical contributions made to the knowledge-base of design decades ago.

VI. Historical diversion

The Daemon in monastic and solitary life: A great deal can be learned on the subject from
medieval monks, who were well aware of similar crisis situations, tempting to divert the thoughts and emotions
of the monk away from his religious tasks. They were dealt with at the time in a surprisingly modern manner.
What we call a ‘Black Attractor’ was, in the context of medieval monastery life, identified as a “Daemon’
which would attack the monk in specific situations. The Daemon was considered clever, using refined
strategies, which would make it difficult to recognise the attacks early and resort to countermeasures.

Acedia for example, was considered to be the Daemon of the noontime, pouring “acid” on the monk’s
lifestyle, or the tasks he was just performing, and suggesting instead a more interesting life outside the
walls of the monastery. The monks were well equipped to fend off the gang of Daemons with efficient
strategies, many of them based on surprisingly deep psychological insights. The monks usually resorted
to premeditated ritual strategies recommended in the demonology teachings of those times to overcome a
temptation. An early example of systematic treatment is given by Evagrius Ponticus, (died in 399) (http:/
www.kalvesmaki.com/EvagPont/, accessed March 2007).

VIIL. A note on strategies

In modern terminology we can see these efforts of the monks to fight off a “Daemon” as a type of self-
management-strategy, formulated on the basis of experience and psychological insight. These “strategies”
of the monks were dressed up methodologically as ritual formulas ready to be applied when the need arose.
The value of such approaches is not outdated in our times, in fact, quite the contrary.
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V. Escapes

The following statements show examples of escapes, we have observed:

1.

N

i

Sailing in the shadow of an authority:
“l know, you find this problematic, but X has said . . .”

An indisputable authority is cited (e.g.: a production manager, an expert consultant, a scientist).
The citation cannot be verified on the spot. Any further argumentation is fruitless.

Claiming a non-existent quality:
“lfind it good. . .

A weak or faulty concept is defended by a “quality claim”. If insisted on, any further argument falls on
deaf ears.

Playing the game of the artist:

Taking advantage of the freedom of an artist, some hocus-pocus is presented with vigour and
conviction.

Feeding on an illusion of progress:

The busy production and presentation of an endless chain of insignificant variations on a hopelessly
poor concept, is fed by the hope that it will somehow turn out.

Attempting a “transfer”

For lack of an original idea, the transfer of an already tried out concept is pursued. However, the
material and the production processes of the old concept are totally inappropriate for an adaptation.
(Fallacy of ignoring the uniqueness of a design problem).

The circling around in inadequate representation techniques:

The incapability to move the concept out of a stereotyped point of view, resulting in numerous sketches,
are all-alike. The fear/ unwillingness/ incapability to build, e.g. a fast 3D-mock-up, a model.

Escape into Design-talk:

A splendid and rhetorically impressive verbal explanation of a design-solution is delivered, but there is
nothing to show.

The gimmick trap:

The absolute fixation on some gimmick, resisting vehemently its inclusion into a solution. The frantic
labour to have this element integrated by all means as the shining and obvious highlight.

Embark on research instead of design:

The feeling, to know to little about the problem leads to an extensive search for relevant information. The
research is justified with good arguments, but gets out of hand. No time is left for the real problem.

(Fallacy of wanting to conclude from facts only an “ought to be”)
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Table 1: Some characteristic symptoms and reactions from observations of students’ behaviour in Black
Attractor situations.

Symptoms Reactions
Unconscious:
Doubt Depression
Fear of failure Absence of insight
Breakdown of self-esteem Resort to self protecting mechanisms diagnosed as “personal
Panic crisis”, lack of ability”, etc.
Erratic action Activation of “escapes”
Paralysed state
Blankness of mind Conscious:
Lost state Reflection, rationalization
Recognition “naming” of phenomenon
Remembering past experiences
Diagnosed as “design induced crisis®, intersubjective
causes
Activation of counter measures

If the Black Attractor strikes, the design process is thrown into a crisis. In Table 1, we have listed
characteristic symptoms of the situation and the reactions we have observed in students. The symptoms
listed are representative, but by no means exhaustive. Not listed, and occasionally happening, is for example
the symptom of jumping out of the context of the workshop, seeing it as a joke, refusing to take it seriously.
Such (and similar) symptoms are attributed to the ivy-tower-situation of an educational exercise, and they
have been omitted on grounds of irrelevance to a generalized view of the problem.

In the teamwork-oriented workshops, we find some additional obstacles such as feeling uncomfortable
around new people or team members and feeling at the same time an internal obligation to present an
ultimate effort. Or, the inability to identify oneself with the atmosphere relevant to the creative acts at hand.
In addition, there is frustration resulting from the discrepancy of imagination versus application. Also, putting
great value on achieving excellence and seeking competitive success have positive and negative affects on
the designer’s acts. Creative acts involve great risk, personal emotions and tense feelings. You are unable
to identify yourself every time you face a new problem, spending relatively too much time on generating
ideas and a very short time on actually realizing them.

For the reactions of students to a Black Attractor, two main clusters of reactions were identified:
unconscious reactions and conscious reactions. Since we are designers, and not frained
psychologists, we have to admit weaknesses in explaining the unconscious cluster, and we are well aware
of this. But even so, it was an extraordinary experience, to see how inventive design students become in
finding escape routes out of situations flagged by the unconscious as threatening. The conscious reactions
are actually those, which we would expect a designer to resort to. Since the symptoms mentioned in Table
1 are indicators for crisis-situations in design processes, which show up frequently, designers, so we would
expect, are in command of self-management strategies, providing guidance to deal with them. But to our
surprise, even students who were conscious about the situation had only a weak awareness of possible and
suitable counter-measures. In addition, they were also far away from being developed as an experimentally
tested or otherwise verified method of self-management. We conceived this deficiency as an astonishing
lack of insight into the nature of design problems, and this was one of the incentives to look a bit closer at the
issues involved. To our knowledge, the entire topic of self-management in design-induced crisis-situations
is also not addressed in design education at large.
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the following features:

1. They attack unexpectedly and without warning;

They attack with vehemence and fierceness;

No one is immune;

They are malicious, because they strongly urge giving up on a project;
They are loaded with emotions;

They hurt;

e S S T R

They induce a state of incapacity to act and have a paralysing effect.
IV. Scenario

Consider the following scenario as an example: The work on a design project is started with confidence
and élan. Some ideas have been produced rather quickly and it seems the designer is on a promising track.
Work continues, the problem is further explored, some specification and detailing here and there takes
place in an entirely rough and exploratory manner. Suddenly, out of the blue, severe doubts creep in. Is this
right? Are we really equipped to solve such a problem? This is all new; we have never done something like
this before. Should we go on at all? The Black Attractor starts to absorb all thoughts and energy, and the
designer is tempted to quit.

Even seasoned designers with years of experience are not immune to the attacks of the Black
Attractor, the states of despair it generates, the sudden and overwhelming intensity with which it strikes,
especially at a time when full attention and dedication towards the problem at hand is needed.

While working alone over a long time on a difficult problem, overestimations or underestimations of
one’s achievements towards a solution seem to appear as a common pattern. For example, consider the
scenario, when a group discussion is scheduled after a long period of individual work, and the students are
expected to demonstrate significant advances towards a solution.

The loneliness of the designer: One works for a very long time alone, uncertain, dissatisfied with
the outcome, tormented by doubt, and overcome by feelings of failure. Eventually the results are delivered,
but with great hesitation. In comparison with the efforts of others on the same project, it is realised with
relief that they faced the same problems. In fact, one’s own results now seem good compared to those of
others.

In this scenario, an underestimation is depicted, but the opposite may also be the case. Ittoois a
specific, design-induced crisis, belonging to the phenomena addressed here, and its causes too are deeply
rooted in the dilemmas of designing. Crisis situations do of course occur in many other contexts of life as
well, and everybody has experienced them in one way or another. The point is that in the context of design,
they must attempt to remain detached from the phenomenon of a “personal crisis”. They are then not
dealing with an issue of “personal growth” or the like. They are intrinsically connected to the design task.
They show up with consistency and very likely cannot be avoided. A professional designer will actually
expect to meet them. If this conjecture is true, designers are well advised to develop suitable defences to
deal with the phenomenon before it strikes.
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At the set of workshops in the Kassel/ Lisbon we observed the following: The
workshops were fully equipped with small precision tools as well as all materials needed for model
building. Dependence on external resources was thus minimized as much as possible. To guarantee a full
concentration on the task, a remote location was chosen, far away from students’ homes. For the building
of prototypes a number of local firms were lined up to produce a prototype to the specifications/models of the
students. About twenty advanced design students were gathered in a bi-national group, and they worked
individually (no team-work as required in the first set).

It must be kept in mind that the basic goal of the set-up of all such “educational workshops” is of
course “learning how to design” as opposed to merely “producing a design”.

Il. Crisis situations in design processes

A creative challenge ahead, rapidly approaching deadlines, and the threats of a public show of
performance can each alone cause stress, as we all know. In the format of such workshops, work under
pressure is standard, and we can expect it to cause most of the phenomena known from research in stress
management.

However, and this is the point of departure for this paper, we argue, there are specific types of crisis
situations we expect may occur in design processes which are intrinsically connected to the difficulties of
designing. Itis our goal to focus on these. Although the situations we try to describe share symptoms also
common to other stress-situations, they are distinctly unique to some significant degree. Since they seem to
be so strongly connected to designing, we think it is worthwhile for designers to know more about them.

Designing, as an activity, can be found in all aspects of human life. Many tasks in social life,
politics, economics, education etc. can rightfully and with profit be identified as design problems. However,
designing is also a discipline-specific activity claimed by a number of “designing-professions” such as
architecture, industrial design, interior design, landscape design, urban design, textile design and so on. In
those professions, it is considered central to professional expertise, being not only a personal ability but also
the most important discipline-specific instrument. Members of such professions are supposed to exercise
design thinking and acting in a professional way where the knowledge-base obviously has to include insight
into the difficulties, pitfalls and dilemmas of design that go far beyond a common sense understanding of
designing.

In the mentioned workshops we observed the individual approaches of students and recorded a
number of crisis situations, which we will describe and analyse.

IIl. The Black Attractor

In the absence of a specific name for the set of phenomena we are about to describe, we have
dubbed them ‘Black Attractor’ situations, leaning a bit on astronomy, where the Black Hole is a well known
phenomenon. By Black Attractor we mean a set of phenomena, which suddenly and without warning occupy
the mind of the designer with great intensity while engaged in work on a design project, interrupting the flow
of thought and the work processes of designing in an alarming way. The Black Attractor diverts the attention
of the affected designer away from the task at hand, inducing a state of incapacitation. The Black Attractor
follows a characteristic and recurring pattern. When it strikes, the designer is faced with a malicious crisis
and it becomes necessary to find escapes, whether consciously or unconsciously. Black Attractors have
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Altogether we draw on the material from six workshops; three of which were organized, supervised
and held at Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan. In all three workshops the assigned mission was to develop
a product from an idea up to a working prototype. The mission was to be accomplished through teamwork
and the following themes were addressed:

1. Industrial Design Development Workshop.
2. Furniture Design Development Workshop.
3. The Odyssey of Light: Earth, Cosmos, and Human Heritage.

The three other workshops were organized within the framework of a European Erasmus/Socrates
cooperation agreement between the University of Kassel, Germany and the Universidad Luséfona de
Humanidades e Tecnologias, Lisbon, Portugal. (For a web presentation of two of them see http://www.
generativeart.de/workshop99/, accessed May 2007, and http://www.generativeart.de/workshop_01/,
accessed May 2007). The participants were also asked to develop new products from ideas up to the stage
of working prototypes. However, in this setup, they had to work individually rather than in teams, and on the
following themes:

1. Light weight furniture in stone and steel.
2. Object in wood to display three wine glasses.
3. “Three on the Table” (objects for glass industry manufacturers).

At the set of workshops in Jordan we observed the following: The workshop supervisors
were highly qualified professional designers, workshop organizers, expert consultants, professors of design,
and company representatives. They all worked hard to create an efficient, functional environment that
encouraged teamwork. The workshop setting was completely new to the participants. Japanese design
approaches, the building of mock-ups, and research and marketing were part of the task. Students and
all other team members had never before had the experience of working so closely with each other. Here
it is worth mentioning that this kind of a working atmosphere was unprecedented in the Jordanian design
education setting, and likewise in the SME’s.

In such a completely new context, the result could likely be poor communication, misunderstandings
among all participants, and wrong impressions about each other, apart from other psychological problems.
Offering insightful changes and improvements to products are in themselves a tremendous challenge, and
even more so in the creation of new products. J. Christopher Jones (1980) says, “Creativity seems to
imply too much control, too little sensitivity” (p xviii). Exposing one’s inner self requires exhausting all
possible total human knowledge, professional skills, and above all, the ability to become free of various
‘interpersonal obstacles’ (p. 35). Creativity and the making of a good designer, require considerable
transparency associated with insightful visions. This in fact works against a designer’s natural inclination
towards internalizing design thinking during most part of the creative process. The sooner it is realized that
they are not alone and get better acquainted with other team members, the faster they achieve their goals
by opening up to better chances for creativity.
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Abstract

Students of Design, while working on design
problems under special conditions in carefully
organized workshops encounter crisis-situations in
their creative efforts. In two sets of three workshops
each, observations on the nature of those crisis-
situations were obtained, explored and analyzed. It is
argued, that they are unavoidable, interpersonal and
due to the specific challenges design problems pose in
a solution process. Proper training in self-management
and deeper insight into the nature of designing are

needed as countermeasures.

I. The workshop formats
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The main concern of this paper is to report a few striking observations on how students of design
deal with certain difficulties of designing, and suggest conclusions from an educational point of view. The
workshops our observations are based on are a common format for training in design. Such workshops
are carefully designed to provide a special and controlled environment for work, which in our case was

characterized by:

1. a competition-like set-up;

2. a limited time of 3 weeks and an absolute deadline;

3. as a directive to participants: generate ideas; develop one to a prototype;
4,

a design task deliberately containing obvious contradictions (example: “light weight furniture in stone

and steel”), or focussing on a single material (wood, plastic, foam materials);

5. a precise description of the deliverables (Example: scale models, drawings, posters, functional

prototype scale 1:1);

6. a presentation with an exhibition of posters, displays on the design process, prototypes and models,
a closing ceremony of the workshop with a public critique.
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