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Designing Web Interfaces for Saudi

Universities: a Critical Study

Muneer Ahmed hamed_ ", Department of Art Education-College of

Education- Taibah University-KSA

Abstract

The university website has become a particularly essential element as
the physical place. At the modern digital revolution, and because of the
tremendous development in digital communications, the communication
and the interaction between the university and different societies has
become a real fact. Due to the lack of research in the design of the main
pages of main pages of the websites of the universities in the Arab region,
this research focuses on studying the design of the first pages of the
websites of Saudi public universities in terms of applying the design
elements on them.

This study focuses on the crucial role of electronic website interfaces
for Saudi universities in enhancing user experience and their overall
appeal and competitiveness. Specifically, it aims to assess these interfaces
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by analyzing their design elements, particularly the homepage, based on
previous research. By evaluating the adherence to design standards and
identifying strengths and weaknesses, the research provides
recommendations for enhancing the design of these websites.

The research employed a descriptive and analytical survey approach,
extensively analyzing and describing the design elements of the first page
of electronic websites for Saudi public universities. Key design elements
identified as most effective included the search box, headlines, color
scheme, font style and size, and email address. It found that these
universities are committed to applying these design elements, with the
logo, font style and size being the most commonly used, while the verbal
logo and email address were less frequently utilized. Furthermore,
variations in page length and the presence of a search box were noted as
significant factors in distinguishing website design quality. The research
suggests prioritizing the development and enhancement of the design of
Saudi public universities' electronic websites, particularly their homepage.
This involves directing designers' attention towards the most impactful
design elements to boost user engagement and improve the universities'
capacity to fulfill their societal responsibilities. It aims to enhance their
competitiveness both locally and globally, aligning with the objectives of
Vision 2030 in Saudi Arabia.

Keywords: Electronic websites of universities, visual design of
electronic websites, interface design of electronic websites for
universities, Saudi public universities.
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Abstract
This research examines the importance of environmental design and its
components in achieving a safe and sustainable environment for
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preserving archaeological holdings in archaeological buildings. Many of
the heritage buildings repurposed in modern times as archaeological
museums suffer from the lack of environmental and sustainable ways of
protecting archaeological holdings in internal spaces. Researchers have
conducted their studies on the House of Toucan in the historic city of Salt
and on the ways of archaeological exhibits within it, where the museum
suffers from the use of rudimentary exhibits that may damage those
holdings over time. The main question comes to clarify the role of
environmental design in protecting and upright holding in the internal
branches. The research is an important step to study the role of the
environmental design in preserving heritage building and their replicas and
provide reform and guidance to deal with the interior heritage branches in
a sustainable manner. The methodology used in this research is descriptive
and analytical, in addition to an exploratory field visit, during which it was
determined whether the internal void had an impact on the holdings inside
it. The results of this research confirm that environmental design (1) has an
important and effective role in achieving a design system based on
functional and aesthetic diversity, (2) is vital in providing a safe and
sustainable environment for archaeological holdings, (3) has a significant
impact on raising awareness among community members of the
importance of preserving heritage collectibles, (4) plays an important role
in raising the levels of positive behavior among individuals, and, finally,
(5) plays role in increasing the performance, efficiency and services of
buildings.

Keywords: Environmental design, Heritage collections, Sustainability,
Toukan House, As-Salt.
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Terrorism and its Reflections on Theatrical
Scenography: Clash as a model: An Analytical

Study

, Holy Spirit University of Kaslik, Lebanon
, Basra Institute of Fine Arts, Iraq
Abstract

Technology plays a pivotal role in the development of contemporary
theatrical scenography, especially in addressing and presenting sensitive
topics such as terrorism. Scenography benefits from modern technologies
not only to enhance the visual and auditory quality of performances but also
to deepen the emotional and intellectual impact on the audience.

The play, Clash, which serves as a case study in this analysis,
demonstrates how technology can significantly enhance the viewing
experience. Through the use of light projections, recorded sounds, and
animations, the script is transformed into a live experience that fully engages
the audience, allowing for a more impactful and convincing presentation of
events and characters.

Technology in scenography is not just a tool for improving aesthetic
elements; it is an effective means to enhance intellectual and emotional
interaction with the issues presented in theatrical performances. This study
highlights the relationship between technology and scenography as a vital
component in developing the audience's understanding and engagement
with complex subjects like terrorism, thereby enhancing the theater's ability
to influence and effect change.

Furthermore, this summary illustrates how auditory and visual
technologies contribute to creating a theatrical atmosphere that accurately
reflects the directorial intentions. This enables performances to offer new

Yazan Kamal Al Bader
Moabid Khalaf Al-Issawi



Al Bader, Al-Issawi

insights into terrorist issues and their psychological and social impacts in a
manner that carries a profound human and artistic dimension.
Keyword: Terrorism, Scenography, Technology.
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An Analytical Study of Jordanian Local
Architecture Case Study: Selected Residential

Buildings for the City of Amman (1960-1970)
Ali Mahmoud Abu ghanime, Dept. Of Architecture. School of

Engineering, University of Jordan
Abstract

Local architecture is intricately linked to its contextual origins,
representing the influence of geographical, cultural, environmental, and
economic factors that have contributed to its formation. The uniqueness of
local architecture sets it apart from architectural styles found in other
regions. In the case of Amman, the local architecture asserts its specificity
and identity, which have emerged as a natural consequence of Jordan's
environmental conditions, historical background, and people.
Consequently, a comprehensive analytical examination of Amman's local
architecture becomes imperative to unravel its rich architectural heritage.

This research focuses on a selection of residential buildings from the
1960s as case studies to illuminate the distinct characteristics of local
architecture in Amman. Employing a descriptive analysis methodology,
each case study will be thoroughly characterized and scrutinized to reveal
the underlying factors that shaped them and gave rise to their unique
attributes. Moreover, this investigation will delve into the functional and
aesthetic elements of the architectural form, exploring the employed
construction methods. Complementary to the analysis, original
architectural drawings, photographs from field trips, and analytical
drawings will supplement the study.

The significance of this research lies in its documentary nature,
capturing an important era in the history of Jordan's Hashemite Kingdom,
as manifested in the architectural composition of Amman's buildings.
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Additionally, the study aims to establish a comparative analysis of
architectural styles and movements during the 1960s. This study entails a
comprehensive assessment of their impact on residential architecture in
Amman.

The research yields significant conclusions underscoring the pivotal
role played by Jordanian architects in shaping the trajectory of local
architecture. Their contribution extends to influencing architectural trends,
grounded in both theoretical and practical values. The effective impact of
these architects on architectural trends and values is indicative of the
presentation of contemporary local architecture, striking a harmonious
balance between professional practice and academic endeavors.

Notably, the modernist style emerges as a particularly influential
pattern in the residential buildings of Amman's local architecture during the
1960s, introducing innovative configurations to the traditional housing
paradigm. This shift reflects the evolving societal and cultural dynamics of
the time, with architects responding to changing needs and aspirations of
the inhabitants while also incorporating global architectural trends into the
local context. Thus, this research serves as a testament to the dynamic
interplay between tradition and modernity in the architectural landscape of
Amman, showcasing the resilience and adaptability of local architectural
expressions in the face of evolving socio-cultural forces.

Keywords: local architecturec Amman city buildings¢ architectural
identity¢ stone material¢ residential building¢ architecture of the 1960s.
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The Role of Cultural Industries of the Arts in
Promoting Saudi Projects as an Approach to
Enhancing a Sense of Belonging

among Taif University students

Faisal Abdulwahab Alzahrani, Art department — colleg of Design and

Applied Arts- Taif university- king doom of Saudi Arabia
Abstract

The research aims to identify the effectiveness of cultural industries for
visual information design content in educating on Saudi Arabia’s mega
projects as an approach to enhancing a sense of belonging among Saudi
university students in general and Taif University students in particular.
The research assums that there are statistically significant differences at
(0.05) between the average Grades of the experimental group for students
participating in the Cultural Arts Industries Workshop (Visual Information
Design). The average scores of the control group for students who did not
participate in the workshop (receiving information in the usual way) in the
(post) measurement of the homeland belonging scale; this is for a sample
of Saudi university students represented by a sample of 26 students from
the Arts Department at the College of Design and Applied Arts at Taif
University. The research relies on the descriptive approach, including
diagnosis, analysis, and awareness of the dimensions and axes of the
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problem. The research also follows the quasi-experimental approach in
dealing with the practical framework, with the aim of studying the causal
relationship between the independent variable (visual design of
information) and the dependent variable (national affiliation) by examining
the theoretical literature on the role of visual arts as a visual
communication medium, and the concept of cultural and creative
industries (education through art) as a cognitive mediator. In addition to
learning about the Kingdom’s mega projects as an entry point to
strengthening students’ national identity and values of belonging, the
results of the research leads to benefiting from the applications of visual
communication processes and expressing them in the form of activating
visual design trends in supporting studies and literature in specialized
cultural and cognitive fields. The result of the research also proves that
studying the cognitive content of visual design concepts and investing in
the use of communication media have added cultural and social value to
the role of visual arts in serving the cognitive and social environment of
society. The research recommends studying the relationship of design to
national identity by paying attention to the field of visual design with a
national character. And its impact on the recipient as one of the cultural
industries aimed at enriching national awareness and enhancing the spirit
of identity and values of belonging.

Keywords: cultural industries, art education, Saudi Arabia's Projects,
values of belonging.
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Melodic and  Instrumental  Adaptation

According to the Ulwila Method in Music Therapy

Tariq William Odeh" ', Department of Musical Arts, school of arts and

design, University of Jordan, Jordan
Abstract

The study aims to identify The Ulwila method in music therapy by
adapting certain melodies from Arab folk music heritage and melodic
percussion instruments according to the Ulwila approach in music therapy.
The study employs a descriptive-analytical method, gathering data using
sources, references, and illustrative examples. The study sample consists
of the musical models which were chosen intentionally.

The study concludes that the Ulwila method is a specialized method of
music therapy that relies on the color system in musical reading and
includes specific designations of rhythmic notes, rests, shapes, and
symbols related to musical concepts and notation. Some Arab folk music
melodies and melodic percussion instruments can be adapted according to
the Ulwila approach in music therapy, thereby promoting the method.

The study recommends conducting further research to shed light on the
Ulwila approach in music therapy from different perspectives and
considering the use of this approach in music eduction and therapy for
individuals with learning difficulties, according to the principle of
adaptation and integrating it with the Ulwila method.

Keywords: Ulwila, Music therapy, Music education, Folk music,
Heritage, Melodic percussion instruments
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Second: There is an undeniable formal and aesthetic harmony between the elements of
Islamic architecture and Arabic calligraphy. This is due to the religious value of
Arabic calligraphy and its formative flexibility, and as we indicated in the second part
of this study, many of the structural and architectural components of Islamic
architecture and interior design may have been inspired by the calligraphic formations
or the shapes of Arabic letters. Arabic calligraphy, with its flat nature, is compatible
with all forms of mosques, even with the domed style of Ottoman mosques, as we saw
in the Sultan Ahmed Mosque in Istanbul, where the holy verses took the center of the
dome as a center around which they rotated and became curved like the arch of the
dome. (See Figure 2-7)

Third: Even if Islamic architecture contains beautiful and proportional historical
architectural elements such as domes, minarets, mihrabs, and minbers, it may lose
some of its Islamic identity if it lacks Arabic calligraphy in its interior design. As a
result, the relationship between Arabic calligraphy and Islamic interior design will
remain intact even as new architectural trends emerge over time. The researcher
believes that some contemporary mosques, newly built in some famous cities around
the world with international styles, may lose their identity if they are devoid of Arabic
calligraphy. (See Figure 3-6)

Fourth: Arabic calligraphy has a meaningful religious characteristic that makes interior
spatial elements able to convey the meanings of texts as if they were speaking, or
perhaps these rigid architectural elements become able to get rid of the static state in
order to become lively and more interactive with believers of all races and origins, as
they can read the Arabic language during the five daily prayers. The phrase “The Two
Testimonies” on the front fagade of Al-Hamshari Mosque made the facade lively and
pronounced in words that all Muslims in the world understand. (See Figure 3-3)

Fifth: The calligrapher strives to produce works of art that have aesthetic worth, allowing
viewers to participate and hone their aesthetic sense. Arabic calligraphy has been
connected with aesthetic connotations on the philosophical level. People enjoy the
beauty of calligraphic forms and decorations, and also appreciate the spiritual
significance of the scripts, which are frequently Quranic verses, Prophetic hadiths, or
supplications. The majestic dome of the Selimiye Mosque, rich with floral decorations
and magnificent windows that flood the interior space with sunlight, was not devoid of
Arabic calligraphy decorations, especially at the top of the dome, where Surat Al-
Tkhlas was written in a central style urging belief in one God. (See Figure 2-12)

4.3 Recommendations

First: Given the absence of calligraphy and texts from religious structures in the arts of
ancient and modern world civilizations, it is of paramount importance to preserve the
presence of Arabic calligraphy in contemporary Islamic interior design. It is a
continuation of the distinctive decorative program that has distinguished Islamic
architecture throughout the ages, especially in the architecture of mosques as an
important religious building.

Second: Using Arabic calligraphy to embellish and organize a building's interior space,
particularly a mosque, adds significant architectural and expressive values. As a result,
we must persistently seek to inform upcoming calligraphers and architects of the
significance of Arabic calligraphy and the significance it contributes to Islamic
interior design.

Third: It is known that calligraphers often work with paper and books rather than writing
on walls and ceilings. Therefore, contemporary calligraphers must be given the
opportunity to receive appropriate training so that Arabic calligraphy remains a major
decorative feature that complements the many aspects of Islamic interior design.
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The interior of the prayer hall is a clear reflection of the flat walls and straight lines of
the mosque's exterior. It is characterized by an abundance of square Kufic script
decorations in the form of panels and decorative bands. The decorations of the metal
panels, inspired by the square Kufic script, are reflected during the day on the floor of the
mosque, filling the interior space with more beauty and
vitality.

Figure (3-7) Yasamkent Mosque, Interior Perspective (by
Fethi Magara)

4. Discussion, Outcomes, and Recommendations

The Discussion, Outcomes and Recommendations reached by this study are explained
as follows:
4. 1 Discussion

Through this study, which deals with interior aesthetics from a religious-architectural

perspective, the author developed a theory about the close constructive relationship
between the formations and characteristics of Arabic calligraphy and the methods of
planning interior spaces in Islamic architecture. To achieve this goal, the researcher chose
some architectural models from Islamic history to show the extent of compatibility with
specific distinctive features of Arabic calligraphy, in an attempt to support his point of
view that sees the similarity between Arabic calligraphy and Islamic interior architecture.
Based on the above, it is clear that the researcher believes that the design

characteristics of Arabic calligraphy decorations had a significant impact on the
development of the interior spaces of Islamic architecture. But here the following
question arises: Did the formations of Arabic calligraphy begin first, then were followed
by the formations of the interior space and its components in Islamic architecture, or vice
versa? In fact, it is not possible to give a definite answer to this question. The author tried
to justify this formal relationship, which dates back hundreds of years, by pointing out the
striking similarities between the formations of Arabic calligraphy and the formations of
Islamic interior design. To be more precise, the author tried to link each of the design
characteristics of Arabic calligraphy to the elements of Islamic interior design. By
comparing the formations of Islamic interior design with the decorations of Arabic
calligraphy, it was revealed in the second part of the study that there is a striking
similarity between them. As a result, some architectural elements appear to have been
designed by a calligrapher rather than an architect, which may indicate that the beginning
was simultaneous and one did not precede the other. There is no doubt that the fields of
art and design that are subject to the same time period or are close in time affect each
other.

4. 2 Outcomes
Now that the previous chapters of the study have been completed, the following

results can be reached:

First: The distinctive design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy made it fully compatible
with the formations and components of Islamic interior design from all historical
Islamic architectural schools and styles. Even modern or contemporary mosques
cannot be devoid of Arabic calligraphy or being influenced by Arabic calligraphy,
whether in terms of form or substance. An example of this is the intersecting arches in
the prayer hall of the Cordoba Mosque, which were designed in great detail with
intersecting and overlapping letters in Arabic calligraphy, such as the letters Alif and
Lam. (See Figure 2-17)
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aids the modern understanding of mosque architecture. With their strong and dominant
iconography built on tradition, mosque architecture is one of the most conservative
building styles in Muslim society.

Recently, some distinctive models of mosques in Islamic countries have been built in
a modern architectural style that is characterized by simplicity and keeps pace with the
spirit of the times. It shows a great similarity to the art of square Kufic script with its
straight and parallel lines, which seems to have had a great influence on the design of the
facades of modern mosques in particular. A distinctive example here is the Al-Hamshari
Mosque, built in 2012 in the city of Amman - Jordan, where decorations in square Kufic
script are drawn on the back of the mihrab in a very distinctive place in the middle of the
front facade of the mosque. The square Kufic script decorations also emphasized the
rectangular elongated geometric shape of the minaret extending through three sides. The
square Kufic script was also used to decorate the rectangular interior space of the prayer
hall through square panels and decorative bands. (Al-Mughrabi et al., 2021)

N

Figure (3-4) Al-Hamshari Mosque, Exterior Perspective
(https://www.archdaily.com)

Another distinctive example of modern mosque architecture is the Yasamkent
Mosque, designed by architect Ali Osman Ozturk and completed in 2015 in Ankara,
Turkey. Yasamkent Mosque represents a continuity between traditional and modern
values. It was built corresponding to a plan that combines a prayer hall with a traditional
courtyard behind it, according to an arrangement that mimics the plans of classic Ottoman
mosques. However, it has a contemporary design that appears through the simple and flat
architectural parallel facades that closely resemble the design of square Kufic calligraphy
decorations. Even the glass facades on the front of the mosque are shaded by metal panels
with decorations inspired by the square Kufic script. (https://www.archdaily.com)

-

Figure (3-3) Yasamkent Mosque, Exterior Perspective (by
Fethi Magara)

The minaret of the Yasmakent Mosque also emphasizes the modernity and simplicity
of the architectural design of the mosque through the linear vertical arrangement in its
design, which is inspired by the square Kufic script style. The prominent lines that adorn
the surfaces of the minaret are an abstraction of the Basmala ornamentation from the
square Kufic script designed by the calligrapher Davut Bektash, which confirms that the
square Kufic script was of very great importance in the mind of the architect when
designing the mosque building, so that in its final form it looked like a painting from the
Kufic script. (https://atasarim.com.tr)

Figure (3-6) Yasamkent Mosque, Abstract Kufic Expression of
Minaret (https://atasarim.com.tr)
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and if you neglect your pen, you will neglect your handwriting." (Al-Jumaili, 2010)

Square Kufic calligraphy is called geometric calligraphy, one of the types of Kufic
calligraphy. It consists of geometric lines of the same width or thickness, with the same
spacing between letters in the written text, and the rules for writing it have a lot of
flexibility and simplicity compared to the rest of the other Kufic scripts. It is notably used
for interior and exterior decoration in this time, especially in contemporary mosque uhicctur.
(Imam, 1991)

Figure (31) Surat Al-Tkhlas is written in square Kufic script
(www.islamicart.com)

Calligraphers never stop being creative, they are always the makers of beauty. From
the following figure it is noted that some forms of contemporary square Kufic calligraphy
may have architectural features that mimic the shapes of domes, minarets, and mosque
facades internally and externally. This is another technical challenge for the creativity of
designers and architects, and perhaps they will be able to imitate the designs of
calligraphers, or perhaps this will motivate them to produce architectural works in the
future that are closer to the design principles of calligraphers, or inspired by the arts of
Arabic calligraphy.

r Figure (3-2) Arabic Calligraphy in an Architectural
% Configuration (www.islamicart.com)

AT e |

The Department of Interior Design at the University of Petra in Jordan presented a
promising academic experience during one of the study laboratories, where a group of
students created contemporary, abstract, two-dimensional decorative forms by analyzing
some drawings from the square Kufic script, and then reassembling them and
transforming them into simple, contemporary three-dimensional architectural forms. The
results of this experiment demonstrated the design capabilities of Arabic calligraphy that
could make its future bright and more intertwined with the arts and formations of
architecture and interior design. (Hussein, 2016)

Figure (33)
Design
Capabilities of
Arabic Letters
(From
Hussein)

3.2 Arabic Calligraphy in Harmony with Contemporary Islamic Architecture
Despite the overwhelming desire of some architects to create modern and
contemporary designs, traditional and local values create a sense of sustainability that
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according to the place of its appearance in the word. It is short at the beginning of the
word, as in the word (wals), and rounded and inclined at the end of the word, as in the

Figure (2-19) The Multiplicity of the Form of One Letter
(www.baianat.com)

The minaret serves as an apt illustration here; It has been recognized as a necessary
and important element in mosque architecture since the Umayyad period in the seventh
and eighth centuries AD. It is the most noticeable landmark that conveys the site's
religious uniqueness. It also serves as a pointer to the mosque, the starting point for the
call to prayer that alerts people to the hour of prayer. However, the scale and architecture
differed from mosque to mosque and country to country. It had a vast scale and a square
shape during the Umayyad era, and subsequently, during the Ottoman era, it took on a
precise circular shape. (Khalili, 2005)

From the following, it can be seen that the minaret's architectural design resembles the
letter Alif (f)due to its elegant proportions and vertical extension. The next illustration
shows a collection of traditional minarets in many lovely shapes and with a considerable
vertical extension. Over time, the minaret took on more attractive and renewable
appearances.

Figure (2-20) Different Styles of Minarets
(www.islamicarchitecture.com)

Minaret of the cof SPi
Great Mosque -y 14
of Qairawan

3. Arabic Calligraphy in Harmony with Contemporary Islamic Art and
Architecture

The ornamentations of Arabic calligraphy are well-thought-out one of the most
essential elements of Islamic architecture since the appearance of Islamic arts in the
Umayyad era, because they can add significant spiritual and aesthetic standards to the
interior space in Islamic architecture, especially mosque architecture. This study has
clarified a specific set of design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy and examined how
they relate to some historical models of Islamic architecture, but we can now explore
something about the harmonic relationship of Arabic calligraphy to contemporary artistic
and architectural products.
3.1 Arabic Calligraphy in Harmony with Contemporary Islamic Art

The forms of letters in their position and how to install them in writing are recognized
through the science of Arabic calligraphy. It is a talent and an art form that involves
controlling the movement of the fingertips with a pen while according to predetermined
guidelines. Writing single or compound Arabic letters in Arabic calligraphy is known as
adhering to the aesthetic guidelines established by the great masters of the art. "The
calligraphy is spiritual geometry that appeared with a physical machine," remarked Yaqut
bin Abdullah Al-Mawsili. "If you improve your pen, you will improve your handwriting,

284



Coiall At ) Alaal)

notably in vertical letters like Alif () and Laam (). These letters become longer and

entwine with one another, forming a lovely formal conversation that approaches
ornamentation. There are several different types of interlacing, including complexity,
connectivity, and braldmg, in which the letters come together to form a braid.

Figure (2-16) Angularity of the Letters (www.baianat.comn)

A notable illustration of this feature can be seen in the accompanying figure, which
shows the curving braids of the letters Alif and Laam on the walls of the Alhambra Palace
in Granada, Spain, which is considered one of the most well-known examples of Islamic
architecture and was constructed between 1238 and 1273. The calligraphers used lines
that crossed and entwined to make beautiful ornamentation (Arnold, 2017).

- vv ‘,# ey &

§4] Figure (2-17) Overlapping and Interlacing Letters
%q (www.islamicart.com)
)

The crossed- arches which were common in Andalusian architecture as a feature of
construction and adorning the interior space, are the closest architectural forms to the
interlacing Letters of Arabic calligraphy. The formations surrounding the mihrab of the
Cordoba Mosque, constructed between 785 and 988, are one of the best examples of the
close connection between Arabic calligraphic arrangements and Islamic interior design.
(Rahman, 2015) As noticed in the following figure, crossing arches intertwine and
overlap with horseshoe arches as if they were drawn by a calligrapher, not an architect.

Figure (2-18) Cordoba Mosque, Interior

(www.islamicarchitecture.com)

2.8 The Eighth Design Characteristic: The Multiplicity of The Form of One Arabic
Letter

The ability to create numerous distinct forms of each letter in Arabic calligraphy, as
well as variations in thickness, ductility, and size, may be what gives the script's letters
their enormous variety and richness. This characteristic is illustrated in the following
figure by the various ways the letter Jeem () appears in various words. When it is not

connected to the letter that comes before it, as in the first word (_=s), the letter appears

semicircular. When it is connected to the letter that comes before it, as in the second word
(uss), the letter appears circular. In addition, the shape of the letter Haa (C) differs
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Figure (2-12) Selimiye Mosque, Interior
(www.islamicarchitecture.com)

N

2.6 The Sixth Design Characteristic: Angularity of the Arabic Letters

The ability of letters to be written or drawn in rectangular, square, circular, or other
geometric shapes is known as angularity or squareness, and it is sometimes thought of as
a quality of Kufic script. This is done by placing letters and words within a square,
hexagonal, or octagonal geometric shape, or combining more than one geometric shape,
as shown in the figure below.

E Figure (2-13) Angularity of the Letters (www.baianat.com)

ol Huddi]

The best example here is the oldest surviving piece of Islamic architecture in the
world is the Dome of the Rock, built in 692. It is exceptional in Islamic architecture
because of its octagonal spatial design that emphasizes the organic relationship between
Islamic architecture and geometric planning. This design trend is shared by Islamic
architecture and Arabic calligraphy, both of which have geometric roots in form and
layout. The building's octagonal interior space follows the same polygonal exterior
architectural form (George, 2010).

Figure (2-
14) The Dome of the Rock, Plan &
Isometric Section

(www.islamicarchitecture.com)

Polygonal geometric shapes, hexagonal and octagonal, were exploited in the design of
various Arabic calligraphy decorations, especially through Kufic calligraphy decorations.
The following figure shows the word “In the Name of God” repeated six times within a
hexagonal design. The Sayyida Umm Yahya Mosque in Amman, Jordan, represents an
architectural case that exactly matches in its hexagonal plan the geometry of the
calligraphic ornamentation. It is a newly constructed social and religious complex that
includes an elegant domed mosque designed according to a hexagonal scheme.

(www.assarai.com)

Figure (2-15) Angularity of the Letters
and Hexagon Mosque Design
(www.islamicart.com)

2.7 The Seventh Design Characteristic: Overlapping and Interlacing Arabic Letters
One of the distinctive features of Arabic calligraphy is overlapping or interlacing,
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This design feature also resembles the central configuration The Great Mosque of
Kairouan, extending horizontally, through which the dome protrudes upwards from the
flat roof of the mosque. Figure (2-5)

In many cases, the Muslim architect deliberately emphasized some of the important
elements in the interior design of the mosque, such as the minber and the mihrab, by
exaggerating the size and selecting precious decorative materials. The following figure
shows the amount of attention the architect gave to the interior facade of the Iwan of the
Qibla, which includes the minber and the mihrab from Al-Zahir Barquq Mosque in Cairo,
built in the Mamluk Islamic style in 1386. (Behrens, 2007).

Figure (2-10) Al-Zahir Barquq Mosque, Interior
(www.islamicarchitecture.com)

2.5 The Fifth Design Characteristic: Compressibility of the Arabic Letters

Compression of letters and words involves pressing their individual pieces together,
which is the opposite of stretching or straightening. As a result, the size of the letters
shrinks and the words accumulate in a certain direction, vertical, horizontal, central, or
any other shape, which is sometimes useful in the areas of expressive formal letters.

To illustrate this idea, the calligraphy panels in the following figure show two writings
constrained inside a vertical rectangular area of space by causing letters to converge and
words to overlap. In the first calligraphy panel, the words were gathered in the form of a
semi-arc raised above the extensions of the vertical letters, and in the second calligraphy
panel, the words were gathered to form a base on which the extensions of the letters stood
vertically.

Figure (2-11) Compressibility of the Letters (www.baianat.com)

Compressibility and closeness of letters and words to a degree that may make them
overlapping, very similar to the way in which interior spaces are constructed in Islamic
architecture, which is rich in multiple types of ornamentations and interior architectural
elements. The most exemplary example is the interior space of the Selimiye Mosque in
Edirne, built in 1575, shown in the figure below. It is rich in structural and decorative
elements, the most notable of which is the Arabic calligraphy ornamentations in the
center of the enormous majestic dome, where Surat Al-Ikhlas - the verse urging belief in
the One God - is written in a central pattern. The museum's dome, with its large number
of windows arranged next to each other, sits above the magnificent interlocking muqarnas
and eight arches that connect the massive pillars standing around the prayer hall. This is
in addition to the minber, mihrab and the gibla wall, which are richly decorated with
Arabic calligraphy and geometrical patterns. It is also worth noting that the interior space
of great mosques is also rich with believers, especially during congregational prayers,
where a large number of worshipers gather for Friday prayers, Tarawih prayers, and Eid
prayers. (Necipoglu, 2005)
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Arabic calligraphy at the inner peaks of the domes and half-domes, which appear to be
tastefully covering the interior space of the prayer hall. (Riistem, 2016)

Figure (2-7) Sultan Ahmed Mosque, Interior
(www.islamicarchitecture.com)
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2.4 The Fourth Design Characteristic: Elasticity of the Arabic Letters
The ability of some letters, like Ra (,), Haa (C)’ Waw (), Noon (), and others, to

grow in size and length begins with the curvature, rotation, or curvature in the body of the
letter. This can cause overemphasis in the loftiness and drop of certain parts of the letter.
Elasticity can also mean elongating and levelling the letters to give them a more flexible
and gentle manifestation. There are many calligraphic decorations that demonstrate the
skill of calligraphers in exploiting this feature, which in turn demonstrates the great
formative possibilities of Arabic calligraphy and its ability to bring out the organized
aesthetic unity in design. The following figure demonstrates this concept by enlarging the
letter Haa (¢-) in relation to the text's surrounding letters, which appeared to be contained

within it. Additionally, the word "Allah" (4llf) is now entirely encircled by the letter

Meem (a), which is located in the figure's center.

Figure (2-8) Elasticity of the Letters (www.baianat.com)

In order to accentuate the ascendancy of one architectural component over the others,
such as the dome due to its representative meaning, or to emphasize a specific direction,
such as the direction of the qibla due to its religious significance, Muslim architects
sometimes exaggerate the scale, measurement, or location of some spatial or structural
elements. A very important example we take from the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus,
the gibla portico located in the center of the building seemed very prominent and visible
internally and externally, it is higher than the ceilings of the side arcades of the mosque
and was designed in an opposing direction to indicate Qiblah. The architect also added a
single prominent dome to the mosque's high top over the gibla portico to symbolize the
Umayyad central and royal rule of the Islamic world. (Flood, 2021) The researcher may
notice how the concept of the higher gibla portico and the upper central dome in the
center of the prayer hall in the Umayyad Mosque is extremely similar to the word
basmalah and the letter meem in previous figure.

Figure (2-9) The Umayyad Mosque,
Courtyard (www.islamicarchitecture.com)
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true considering the interconnectedness of Arabic calligraphy, which is seen as words and
phrases that extend horizontally. The architecture of the great mosques is known for its
horizontal extension in the building, which is considered an original element in
formulating the interior and exterior spaces to accommodate significant amounts of
worshipers at the same time during congregational prayers, particularly Friday prayer. For
this reason, most prayer hall designs in the Islamic countries were rectangularly,
extended and parallel to the qibla wall.

The Great Mosque of Kairouan, built in 670, is considered one of the largest mosques
in the Maghreb and North Africa. It is a prominent example of the large horizontal
extension of interior spaces in Islamic architecture. The total area of the mosque is
approximately 9,700 square meters, and its length measures approximately 126 meters
and its width measures 77 meters. Due to the numerous columns, the prayer hall is
spacious and has a vast interior space. A sizable courtyard is also present and is enclosed
by passageways. (Finegan, 1965)

The following figure shows the large horizontal extension of the Kairouan mosque,
which is supported by a huge number of columns and pillars in a way that appears to be
composed of texts and architectural vocabulary whose letters are columns connected by
semicircular arches in a way that resembles the connection of letters and words in Arabic
calligraphy.

Figure (2-5) The Great Mosque of Kairouan,
Elevation (www.islamicarchitecture.cont)

_—=

2.3 The Third Design Characteristic: Rotate Arabic Letters

When the letter is rotated, it may often take the form of a semi-circle, either convex or
concave, as in the letters Ain (C)’ Ghin ('&), Jim (G)’ Ha (C)’ Kha (‘C), Sin (), Shin (_3),
Saad (_»), Dhaad (,s) and Raa (,). This leads to showing the dynamic nature of the
Arabic letter in addition to the diversity of the configurations of movement that make up
its composition. The rotation of the letters through the letters Ghin #) and Raa () is

demonstrated in the following figure. In addition, the geometry of the entire supplication
text was semicircular in shape, symmetrical, with an apex resembling a pointed
architectural arch within a rectangular frame.

Figure (2-6) Rotate Letters (www.baianat.com)

The best examples of circular or semicircular shapes in Islamic architecture include
arches, domes, and half-domes. The dome, in its circular shape, represents the unity of the
Islamic nation, the centralization of government, and the authority of the Sultan. Ottoman
architecture is regarded as one of the most Islamic architectural styles in Islamic history
to have employed domes to enclose the interior space and form the roof of mosques. (Al-
Mughrabi et al., 2021) The Sultan Ahmed Mosque in Istanbul, which was constructed in
1616, has a stunning domed design consisting of a central dome and four half-domes, as
seen in the following figure. Additionally, it draws attention to the ornamental concave
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planning the interior space, the shape and dimensions of the interior space of the mosque
are determined by the size of the graceful columns and their vertical extension, as the
arches grow over the tops of the columns and expand to support the ceiling of the prayer
hall and increase its upper space, which is reflected geometrically in the shape of the
space at the ground level. What can be noticed here is that the arches that connect the tops
of the columns are very similar to the connections of letters that connect them to make
words, but in reverse, meaning that the columns have come to take the place of letters in
words. The following figure is an interior perspective from inside the monumental prayer
hall of the Great Mosque of Damascus, which was completed in 714. Two parallel lines
of columns and arches divided the prayer hall into three adjacent galleries, serving as an
illustrative example of how columns define the boundaries of the interior galleries of the
mosque and the internal dimensions of the prayer hall at ground level. (Al-Mughrabi,
2022)

Figure (2-2) The Great Prayer Hall in the Mosque of
Damascus (www.islamicarchitecture.com)

2.2 The Second Desngn Characterlstlc Arabic Letters' Connectivity and Horizontal
Extension

The extension of the horizontal parts of the letters, such as the letters Sein (_.), Saad
(u=), Yaa (i), and Kaf (), give the shape of the letters a sense of stability and balance.
This feature is particularly popular with Arabic calligraphy. In addition, extension
appears frequently in the calligraphy line that joins letters together, and is an essential
characteristic of Arabic calligraphy with horizontal connections. in the following figure,
the calligraphy line connecting the letters Kaf (&) and Taa (=) in the word (=lSs3) in the
calligraphic ornament drawn within a rectangular geometric frame that extends

horizontally shows letters' connectivity and horizontal extension. In addition, the majority
of Arabic letters and words are written continuously and coherently.

Figure (2-3) Connectivity and Horizontal Extension of the

Letters (www.baianat.com)

The following figure is a wonderful example that highlights the skill of the
calligrapher through his exploitation of the flexibility of the Arabic calligraphy and its
horizontal extension, so that the calligrapher not only connected the letters to each other,
but was able to connect almost all the words contained in the supplication to each other.

(55 g sl o ) S ¥y oy )

Figure (2-4) Connectivity and Horizontal
Extension of the Letters (www.baianat.com)

There is a striking resemblance between Islamic architecture and Arabic calligraphy
when it comes to the horizontal extension of letters and sentences. This is particularly
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spiritually, aesthetic and abstraction of the concept, and it is originally prepared - both in
meaning and composition - to perform these tasks and occupy those places, due to the
sanctity surrounding it, and what its underlining and twisting included in terms of
rhythmic movement and balanced composition harmonious" (Ghaleb, 1988). Arabic
calligraphy is consequently considered a great art, and because to its attributes, it is easy
to transmit its movement and mass. This produces a line of text that is light in mass and
has an autonomous brightness that allows it to achieve a visual and psychological feeling
as well as a gorgeous rhythm. (AL-Karablieh, 2020).

The Arabic calligraphy, which the calligrapher used as a decorative element developed
by his creative imagination, was a manifestation of his brilliance and success. The
flexibility that Arabic letters possess makes them capable of expanding, sliding, merging
and twisting, giving them a distinctive artistic aspect that helped the calligrapher greatly
and made his artistic works able to cross time and civilizations. Accordingly, the
calligrapher's job has evolved into producing highly imaginative and artistic models of
Arabic calligraphy, based on the principle of worshiping God through his calligraphic
panels, where he engraves Quranic verses in a way that appears as a form of worship.
(Al-Jubouri, 2005)

The importance of Arabic calligraphy as a decorative and aesthetic element that
contributed to improving Islamic interior design has increased throughout successive
Islamic eras due to its flexibility and a number of its formative qualities. (Shiloah et al.,
2023) On the "Baianat" website, a number of design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy

have been registered, which will be reviewed in the next section of this study in order to
link them to historical samples of Islamic architecture and its interior spaces to show the
influential architectural qualities possessed by Arabic calligraphy, which the researcher
believes influenced, directly or indirectly, the formation of many elements of Islamic
architecture throughout history. (https://www.baianat.com)
2.1 The First Design Characteristic: The Vertical Extension of the Arabic Letters

It is the lengthening of the letters above the line with the opportunity to regulate their
measurement, such as Laam (), Alif (i), standings of Za (&) and Ta (L), and Laam Alif

(¥), and with this design characteristic the length and shortness of the letter can be

regulated, giving us a sense of mounting and growing in the designated shape or space.
To illustrate this idea, we can notice the lengthening of the letters Alif and Laam in the
following figure. Because of this wonderful design characteristic, Muslim designers had
the creative freedom to create Arabic calligraphy compositions that were suitable for
decorating extended and expansive spaces.

Figure (2-1) Vertical Extension of the Letters
(www.baianat.com)

The phenomenon of vertical extension of the letters Alif and Laam is repeated in
many paintings and ornamentations in Arabic calligraphy, as in the previous figure. What
draws attention in this particular case is the great similarity with the dense repetition of
graceful columns that build the interior spaces of major mosques in Islamic capitals and
major cities. From a decorative standpoint, the extension of the letters Alif and Laam may
determine the dimensions of the decorative panels or the place allocated for the
ornamentation space on the walls or ceiling of the mosque. From the perspective of
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1.5 Hypothesis of the Research:

Through this study, the researcher assumes that the various types of Islamic arts
coincided at their inception, and were influenced by each other during their development
in many historical stages. One of the most important arts in all successive Islamic
civilizations is Arabic calligraphy, because of its great influence on the form and
construction of interior design in Islamic architecture.

Therefore, the hypothesis of this study, that the researcher adopted and wishes to
prove, is that the design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy have a formative effect on
Islamic architecture and interior design. Many interior spaces and Islamic architectural
elements resemble in their form and composition the Arabic calligraphy that calligraphers
are creative in designing.

1.6 Methodology of the Research:

In this study, the descriptive approach will be used to analyze and explain the
phenomenon of the relationship between “Arabic calligraphy and its design
characteristics with the formations of interior space in Islamic architecture”, through a
quantitative method to estimate the extent of similarity or influence in form and design.
(Al-Fatli, 2014)

This will take place through the following stages:

1. Identify the design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy that were mentioned on the
"Baianat" website and provide an example of each of them from the same website

for explanation and clarification. (https://www.baianat.com)

2. Comparing each design characteristic of Arabic calligraphy with a case of space
design or architectural elements with random samples from various schools or styles
of Islamic architecture to prove the research hypothesis.

3. Discussing and anticipating the future of the relationship between Arabic calligraphy
and Islamic architecture.

4. Coming up with conclusion, outcomes and recommendations.

2. The Design Characteristics of Arabic Calligraphy and The Extent of Their
Influence on Islamic Interior Design

If writing is the mark left by the pen on paper, then calligraphy refers to the Arabic
calligraphy that Muslims invented and refined, which includes many artistic drawing
techniques. Arabic calligraphy, as a type of fine art, also reflects strong artistic qualities
as a distinct kind of art. It has always attracted artists because of its versatility, and this
remains true today. (Alashari, 2021) In this regard, Al-Qalqashandi says in his book
“Subh al-A’sha”: “Calligraphy is what you know from the images of single letters, their
positions, and how to put them in a script. (Al-Kurdi, 1939)

Arabic calligraphy has unique design characteristics that set it apart from other writing
styles, including extroversion, simplicity, and flexibility in changing their forms. The fact
that Arabic letters are connected further distinguishes them, allowing for a variety of
geometric shapes to be achieved. These design characteristics include regression,
extension, interlacing, angulation, rotation, and overlap, all of which are governed by
calligraphers' rules and evolved over time until they took on their current forms. Arabic
calligraphy, then, is the skill of drawing Arabic characters in a form that is attractive and
exhibits consistency, congruence, flow, and integration. (Mansour, 2020) Arabic
calligraphy, then, is the skill of drawing Arabic characters in a form that is attractive and
exhibits consistency, congruence, flow, and integration. The Abbasid Caliph al- Ma’mun
says: “If the foreign kings bragged to us with their likes, we would have bragged about
them with our types of script, which are read everywhere, translated by every tongue, and
found in every time.” (Khalaf, 2022)

Abd al-Rahim Ghalib defined Arabic calligraphy by saying: "One of the fine arts that

transcends its role as a means of transmitting information to become an integrated goal,
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he sees that the design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy are similar in form and

essence to many spatial formations and architectural elements in Islamic architecture.

Therefore, the researcher will make every effort to prove this relationship by studying the

design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy and comparing them with the structures and

interior spaces in Islamic architecture.

The majority of researchers who study the history and arts of Islamic architecture have
always been interested in the architectural form of the buildings as the main focus. As a
result, they paid attention to the design of the domes, the size of the prayer halls, and the
dimensions of the constructions, in addition to the architectural form that distinguishes
each style from other Islamic architectural styles from ahistorical perspective.
(Hillenbrand, 2003) However, the arts and decorations of Arabic calligraphy have
influential qualities, both formally and fundamentally, in shaping the interior design of
mosques throughout the ages, distinguishing them from other religious and worldly
constructions, but they have not received sufficient attention in the authors’ research.
Therefore, this study will be devoted to studying the formative characteristics of Arabic
calligraphy and monitoring the extent of their influence on the design of interior spaces
and architectural elements of mosques from different eras and architectural schools in
Islam. (Alashari, 2021)

Accordingly, the problem of this study can be summarized in two main points:

First: Arabic calligraphy has an artistic role that goes beyond the aspect of decoration
and aesthetically improving interior spaces and moves to the role of influencing the shape
and layout of elements and spaces in Islamic architecture.

Second: The majority of studies related to Islamic art and architecture are mostly
historical and not analytical, and the design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy and their
relationship to Islamic interior design have not been given sufficient study and research,
which is why this study was found.

1.2 Questions of the Research:

The author makes assumptions about the relationship between the Islamic interior
space and the formations of Arabic calligraphy, which is the main issue in this study that
the author needs to defend. For further clarification, we can ask the questions:

1. What are the design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy decoration?

2. How much do the Arabic calligraphy formations and the interior layouts of Islamic
architecture resemble one another?

3. Does Arabic calligraphy actually have an impact on Islamic architecture, or does
Islamic architecture have an impact on Arabic calligraphy, or do they develop together
and exchange influence?

1.3 Objectives of the Research:

A set of objectives was created based on the questions and research problem
mentioned above, and they are as follows:

A. Identifying the fundamental elements of Arabic calligraphy and how they are used in
Islamic interior design.

B. Showing how Islamic interior design and Arabic calligraphy have a complementary
relationship in terms of shape.

C. Demonstrating the decorative and aesthetic function of Arabic calligraphy, for which it
was renowned throughout the years and successive Islamic empires and kingdoms, as
well as its historical influence on Islamic interior design.

1.4 Limits of the Research:

The subject of this research deals with the decorative formations and design
characteristics of Arabic calligraphy and their compatibility with the main features of the
interior spaces in Islamic architecture of different styles and eras. The historical path of
study includes all Islamic architectural styles from the Umayyad era to the Ottoman era.
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1. Introduction

The adaptability, simplicity, and clarity of Arabic letterforms led to the development
of Arabic calligraphy and the variety of its forms. Arabic calligraphy comes in a variety
of forms, and each style is subject to specific guidelines that distinguish it from other
scripts. The diversity and expansion of Arabic calligraphy also led calligraphers to
compete with each other to develop new forms of letters and calligraphy styles. Which
was reflected aesthetically in every place where Arabic calligraphy was found. (Zakariya,
1998)

There is no doubt that the most appreciated and admired type of art in the Muslim
community is Arabic calligraphy, which is known as the beautiful art of writing in Arabic
script. The Arabic language and its alphabet became sacred language because it was used
to transmit and record the divine revelation of the Prophet Muhammad, may God bless
him and grant him peace. Accordingly, Arabic calligraphy occupies a very important
place in Islamic art as it is the means through which the word of God is communicated to
people. (Widany, 2011)

Arabic calligraphy stands out among the arts of Islamic interior design as a unique
element of beauty and adornment since the beginning of Islamic architecture in the
Umayyad era in the middle of the seventh century AD until the present. Given the
architectural importance of mosques in Islamic society, the priority was to employ Arabic
calligraphy in the interior design of mosques for aesthetic reasons related to decorating
the space and functional reasons related to conveying the message of Muhammad to the
worshipers and reminding them of the verses and texts of the Prophet. Calligraphers made
a great effort in this direction until Arabic calligraphy became an integral part. Of mosque
architecture. (Petersen, 1996)

1.1 Problem of the Research:

Writing scripts and using different fonts to decorate and improve the interior design
elements of mosques always requires the calligrapher to develop and master the
construction of letters, words and sentences in appropriate proportions for a particular
style of calligraphy. And this is not all. Calligraphers elevated Arabic calligraphy to the
position of the most important decorative element in the arts of mosque architecture, due
to a number of specific qualities that characterize Arabic calligraphy in general.
(Alashari, 2022) Nevertheless, the researcher believes that the matter is not limited only
to the decoration and improvement of the interior design elements of mosques, but rather
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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to highlight the artistic value of Arabic
calligraphy as an influential decorative element in Islamic interior design
from the inception of Islamic architecture until the present time. It is
characterized by a set of design characteristics that make it have an
appearance that, according to the researcher’s vision, goes beyond the
aesthetic and decorative aspect to the fomative aspect of interior design
and Islamic architecture. Hence, the study begins by defining the research
problem, which revolves around studying the great similarity in formation
between the letters, words, and sentences of Arabic calligraphy and the
elements of interior design and Islamic architecture. Therefore, the
purpose of this research is to prove the hypothesis of the influence of
Islamic arts on each other by showing the complementary relationship
between Arabic calligraphy and Islamic architecture, which led to
improving the aesthetic and spiritual character of Islamic interior design
historically.

Methods: The research follows the qualitative descriptive analytical
method. Eight design characteristics of Arabic calligraphy were reviewed
through this study, with the use of some Arabic calligraphy paintings to
illustrate these design characteristics, so that they were linked one after the
other to various architectural models from the history of Islamic
architecture and interior design to demonstrate their formal impact on the
design of Islamic architecture, especially the interior design elements of
mosques.

Results: The results emphasized the complementary relationship
between Arabic calligraphy and Islamic interior design and the influential
role played by Arabic calligraphy and its rich and diverse formations in
shaping the form of many design elements in Islamic architecture and
interior design.

Conclusion: The study sees that the relationship between Arabic
calligraphy and Islamic architecture will develop in the future such that
lines and shapes will converge and that the designs and works of
calligraphers will be a major source of inspiration for architects who
design mosques and Islamic interior design. This has been proven through
some contemporary examples of mosque architecture.

Keywords: Arabic calligraphy, design characteristics, Islamic interior
design, Islamic architecture, architectural decoration, Arabic calligraphy
decoration.
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tolerance and acceptance of others. The designer succeeded in discovering and reflecting
the local Arab and religious visual identity from During the various episodes, we are
presented with a Jordanian animated series that carries a local identity and contributes to
promoting Arab values and civilization and disseminating them in various countries of the
world. Through the previous results, the research can be an introduction to important
research in the field of the local visual identity of Arab animation.
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The designer succeeded in highlighting Animation creates an Arab identity by
highlighting the vocabulary of time and place and conveying the lesson of historical
stories, so the viewer can read the local visual identity and recognize it through the
previous characteristics, giving the local visual identity a space to highlight itself with
ease, as the uniqueness of history and the depth of civilization contributed to the success
of reversing the identity.

Third, the Ben and Essam series came to achieve a set of educational and societal
connotations and meanings through implicit messages carried by its various episodes. The
first connotation and meanings were under the protection of antiquities from thieves,
antiquities smugglers and auction dealers, and to educate future generations about the
importance of cultural heritage and protecting it from thieves and tamperers in the Arab
world. Its importance is the historical and moral value of the Arab-Islamic civilization.

The second significance and meaning that the series carried was the fulfillment of one
of the provisions of the Amman Message of Love and Tolerance, which calls for
accepting the other despite differences in race, religion, and language, and working with
him to preserve the homelands. The series showed the state of convergence of ideas
between Arabs and the West, young and old, and working and coming together on the
same goal and purpose of protecting the cultural heritage fighting the corrupt, in addition
to the idea of cooperation and meeting in the same circumstances and respecting different
civilizations and cultures. The third educational meaning came with a set of messages and
wisdom that were highlighted through the historical figures who were present in the
various episodes of the series and who each time came to carry a message and educational
meanings that help define The world with the wisdom and depth of culture, Arab
civilization, and introducing the extent of Arab and Islamic inventions and innovations
throughout the ages, and emphasizing the cultivation of the idea of not tampering with
history and falsifying facts by showing the true owner of the invention, and also
introducing the greatest centers of culture throughout history, for example Baghdad and
Cordoba, in addition to repeatedly mentioning Arab rule. For example, what Al-Jazari
said, “Wisdom can open a thousand locks,” and Al-Biruni, “Searching with wisdom will
provide a thousand solutions,” and other sayings and messages that call for immortalizing
scholars and reminding them of them, even with a simple thing like a postage stamp or a
statue, in addition to emphasizing in the series’ educational messages that the place
Antiques and antiquities are museums, and places for books and science are libraries. We
see the repetition of the names of museums, such as the Amman Museum and the Library
of Alexandria.

The Ben and Issam series reflected the bright side of Arab-Islamic civilization and
culture and carried the local visual identity within the folds of its design and stories. It
was loaded with values, knowledge, messages and connotations that affirm the role of
Arab and Islamic civilization in building society, preparing young people, and promoting
tolerance and acceptance of others. The designer succeeded in reflecting the local Arab
and religious visual identity through different episodes, we see a Jordanian animated
series that carries a local identity and contributes to promoting Arab values and
civilization and disseminating them in various countries of the world. Through the
previous results, it can be an introduction to important research in the field of the local
visual identity of Arab animation.

Final conclusion

The Ben and Issam series reflected the bright side of Arab-Islamic civilization and
culture and carried the local visual identity within the folds of its design and stories. It
was loaded with values, knowledge, messages, and connotations that affirm the role of
Arab and Islamic civilization in building society, preparing young people, and promoting
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showed him in the image of a simple Jordanian citizen who lives at the present time,
where clothes are considered daily clothes in Jordan. He appeared wearing pants and a
traditional shirt. He showed facial features, wheat skin color, and large mustaches, while
the eyes were medium in size and hazel in color. Grandfather Omar was an exact example
of men in Jordan and their image at the present time, from the above and in comparison
with the rest of the characters in the series, and the designer sought to show the difference
between characters with an Arab visual identity and characters with Western visual
identity: We find that Ben and his grandfather, Martin, appeared in Western clothes, with
a flat face, an oval shape, golden hair, and wide eyes that tended to blue in an attempt to
distinguish and differentiate between the Arab characters and the Western characters. As
for the character of the thief Wells, he came with a camouflaged identity that mixed
between the Arab and Western identity, so he came with Arab clothes and a Western
appearance. The stereotypical thief in the Arab world, who has a large weight, a suit and
tie, and a western sailor with a face and skin color, also helped in the personal theft
operations by Roxen, who has a mixture of characteristics between Arabic and Western
and the goal of disguising the identity of the thief. On the same level, the designer sought
to show a group of historical figures in each episode, for example Every time period in
Arab civilization, the characters appeared in their traditional clothes at that time, whether
with a turban, abaya, or other items of traditional clothing, to highlight the state of change
that appeared in the main and historical characters over time, and to also enhance the role
of the characters in the time in which they lived, giving the recipient the ability to know
their visual identity. Local through the animated characters that appeared in the series,
and here we see that the designer succeeded in employing the local visual identity
through Employing characters within the episodes of the Ben and Issam series makes the
viewer able to distinguish between the historical and local character separately, enhancing
the ability of animation to highlight the Arab and religious visual identity.

Second, the characteristics of the story, time and place represented an important means
of highlighting the local visual identity, as each episode dealt with a new adventure to
familiarize the viewer with one of the historical Arab or religious stories in the
surroundings of the Arab world. We find a highlight of archaeological and religious
places and Arab and Muslim personalities and scholars, as the designer succeeded in
highlighting the visual identity through architectural elements. First, the designer showed
a group of scenes of architecture, mosques, and traditional Arab or modern buildings,
depending on the course of the story. We see dwellings in Cordoba during the Umayyad
rule, mosques and dwellings in Kuwait and Iraq during the rule of the Abbasid state, and
we also see ancient Arab dwellings in Egypt during the rule of the Pharaohs, trying to
achieve the purpose of the story through Highlighting the architectural visual identity and
also showing the local environment of desert, rivers and countryside to familiarize the
viewer with the local identity in the Arab and Islamic world. Secondly, the designer
strengthened the vocabulary of the visual identity by highlighting the Arab archacological
monuments in Egypt, for example, where the pyramids, Luxor Temple and other ancient
monuments are to acquaint the viewer with the historical depth, and reflect The designer
expressed this identity in the details of the buildings, where the arches, doors, and
traditional dwellings are made of clay. We also see the domes of the mosques, their
decorations, and other details that indicate our Arab and religious identity. The secondary
characters that appeared in each episode came in proportion to the story, so the designer
was able to highlight these characters in form and content, as he highlighted A group of
historically Arab and Muslim scholars, such as Barzani, Ibn al-Haym, and others. The
viewer was able to recognize Arab or Islamic characters with traditional features and
clothing, each according to the time in which he lived, to interact with the events of the
story and highlight the wisdom, admonition, and relief that these characters carried out.
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Table (11): Episode nine — Brioni analyses

Time and place/episode

Episode nine - Brioni

Episode source

https:/stardiima.sbs/watch/episodes/%d9%85%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84-ben-izzy-%d8%a8%d9%86-
9%d9%88%d8%b9%d8%b5%d8%a7%d9%85-%d9%85%d8%af%d8%a8%d9%84%d8%ac-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a9-6/

Episode duration

21 min

Time

The episode begins with the current era in the State of Kuwait and moves through time to the Abbasid era

Content story

The events of the episode revolve around an invitation from the Department of Antiquitics in the State of Kuwait to
Jordanian archaeologists Omar and American Martin to help search for an archaeological chess board belonging to
Abu Rayhan Al-Biryouni buried in Kuwait. During this, the boys Issam and Ben, with the help of Yasmine, travel
through time and return to Kuwait a thousand years ago to meet Al-Bryuni and with his help. By protecting the
chess board from theft by the antiquities thief, Clutch for Wheels, burying it in the Kuwaiti desert, and then re-
exhuming it. During this, the events revolve around the most important discoveries and writings of Al-Biruni in
astronomy, geography, geology, and mathematics, who is considered one of the most important Islamic minds.

Architectural elements

The episode featured a group of architectural elements that represent the Arab identity and civilization in Kuwait

1000 years ago, including traditional buildings, ports, and others.

Archaeology -

Historical Characters A group of historical Arab figures appeared in the episode, the most important of which is Abu Al-Rayhan
Muhammad bin Ahmed Al-Biruni, an Iranian Muslim scholar from the Abbasid Caliphate.

Clothes The episode featured a group of costumes that represent the current and historical era, such as the turban, abaya,
and historical Arab clothing in the Abbasid civilization.

Results:

From the above, we find that the Arab animation industry, the subject of the study, was
the result of social variables and different ideologies. Through what we discussed in the
theoretical literature about the divisions of Arab visual identity in animation between
patriotic nationalism and Arab religious and political, we find that the cartoon series Ben
and Issam Al-Urduni had a group Of the intertwined identities between Arab and
religious to show the desired purpose of the series.

Whereas the themes presented in the series revolved around the struggle between good
and evil and on the surface were nationalistic and religious themes that showed the Arab-
Islamic civilization, fought the antiquities trade, and contributed to the acceptance of
others, we find that the local identity was present in one form or another within
connotations and meanings that show the wisdom and depth of Arab civilization, and
because the differences that It appeared in the episodes of the series Ben and Issam, “The
State of Singularity,” and contributed to forming a general perception of the local visual
identity through the process of designing the different characters that appeared in the
episodes on the one hand, and through the methods of presenting the story, place and time
on the other hand. The aforementioned factors collectively enhanced the expression of the
Arab-Islamic culture in the area. By using animation, we conclude the following pointds.

First, the characteristics of the design of the animated characters in the Ben and Issam
series represented an important means of highlighting the local Arab and religious visual
identity, whether through the main characters such as the character Issam, the scientist
Omar Aziz, and the desert fairy Yasmina, whether by choosing their Arabic names or by
selecting the face, skin color, and mass of hair and clothes. We find that. The character's
designer intended to show traditional local Arab characters representing the Jordanian
character in the present time. He showed a boy living in the present time in semi-modern
clothes, wearing pants, a shirt, shoes, and underneath the shirt a T-shirt. The designer
showed the boy in a modern image, far from the traditional stereotype, to show the Arab
character, intending to highlight the state of development in which he lives. In the Arab
world, the boy Issam also appeared with an Arab facial shape and features. We can see the
wheat color and the heart-shaped face (semi-circular), in addition to the eyes of medium
size and their hazel color. Regarding the of hair, the designer showed a mass of hair of a
brown color tending to black, so we notice the designer’s intention. Showing the boy in
the image of a traditional Arab boy in the Levant, with the wheat color, mass of hair, and
medium-sized hazel eyes. As for Omar Aziz, the archaeologist, the designer deliberately
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Table (8): First Episode analyses

Time and place/episoe

First Episode

Episode source

https://stardiima.sbs/watch/episodes/%d9%85%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84-ben-izzy-
%d8%a8%d9%86-%d9%88%d8%b9%d8%b5%d8%a7%d9%85-
%d9%85%d8%af%d8%a8%d9%84%d8%ac-
%0d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a9-6/

Episode duration

22 min

Time

The story begins in the present time in Jordan, moving chronologically to the time of the
Abbasid-Fatimid civilization in Egypt.

Content story

The events of the episode revolve around the attempt of one of the thieves of historical
antiquities to attempt to steal the scepter of Ramesses II and offer it for sale via electronic
Mazdat. At the same time, archacologists Omar and Michael are excavating antiquitics in the
Jordanian desert to find a collection of coins dating back to ancient Arab times. The region
represents a trade line. The Hashemites then decide to hand it over to the Amman Museum
machine. At the same time, the fairy Yasmine, the friend of the boy Ben and Issam, informs
them of the attempt to steal the scepter to help them travel through time and return to Egypt and
visit Hassan Ibn al-Haytham to help them, through his inventions in the sciences of optics, in
scarching for the scepter in the antiquitics of Pharaonic Egypt and finding it. Before the thief.

Architectural elements

The episode featured a group of architectural elements that represent Arab identity, such as the
Arab tent and ancient Arab houses in Egypt, in addition to showing the Arab desert.

Archacology

The episode featured the pyramids of Egypt and the Aswan Temple

Historical Characters

A group of historical Arab figures, Al-Hasan Ibn Al-Haytham Al-Basri, appeared in the episode,
and a group of his inventions were discussed

Cloths

The episode featured a group of costumes that represent the current and historical eras, such as
the turban, abaya, and historical Arab clothing.

Table (9): Episode Four - Imaginary Flying / Flying Imagination Character analyses

Time and place/episode

Episode Four - Imaginary Flying / Flying Imagination

Episode source

https://stardiima.sbs/watch/episodes/%d9%85%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84-ben-izzy-%d8%a8%d9%86-
%d9%88%d8%b9%d8%b5%d8%a7%d9%85-%d9%85%d8%af%ed8%a8%d9%84%d8%ac-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a9-6/

Episode duration

22 min

Time The episode begins with contemporary times in Jordan and moves through time to Andalusia, where the Umayyad
era is
Content story The events of the episode revolve around the attempt of one of the thieves of historical antiquities to try to steal the

first aviation model of Abbas Ibn Firnas, so that the boys return in time with the help of Yasmine to the countryside
of Cordoba in the era of the Umayyads in Andalusia to preserve the model and prevent the thief from controlling it.
They succeed in this and return to the Jordanian desert, where their grandparents are. By excavating antiquities and
submitting the form to them

The episode addressed the topic of the oldest cultural capitals, such as Baghdad and Cordoba, in addition to
discussing the topic of Armenian Cowell, the first inventor of a flying suit.

Architectural elements

The episode featured a group of architectural elements that represent the Arab identity of the Umayyad civilization,
including arches and ancient Arab buildings.

Archaeology

The episode featured a collection of Umayyad antiquities in Andalusia

Historical Characters

The episode featured a group of historical Arab figures, Abbas Ibn Firnas, and a group of his inventions in aviation,
glass making, and astronomy.

Clothes

The episode featured a group of costumes that represent the current and historical era, such as the turban, abaya, and
historical Arab clothing in Andalusia.

Table (10): Episode Six - Al-Jazari analyses

Time and place/episode

Episode Six - Al-Jazari

Episode source

https://stardiima.sbs/watch/episodes/%d9%85%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84-ben-izzy-%d8%a8%d9%86-
%d9%88%d8%b9%d8%b5%d8%a7%d9%85-%d9%85%d8%af%%d8%a8%d9%84%d8%ac-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a9-6/

Episode duration

21 min

Time

The episode begins in contemporary Jordan and moves through time to Iraq in the Abbasid era

Content story

The events of the episode revolve around a meeting across time between Issam and Ben, on the one hand, and the
island scientist in the Tigris River region, and their talk about his inventions, the bird clock, and the rest of his
inventions, such as the elephant clock, self-propelled machines, and hydraulic machines for drawing water. At the
same time, the antiquities thief is a clutch for wheels, who kidnapped Jordanian archaeologists. Omar and the
American Martin are trying to get the bird watch that the children have, which forces the children to return to Al-
Jazari to help them with a motor invention through which they can free their grandparents.

Architectural elements

The episode featured a group of architectural elements that represent the Arab identity of the Abbasid civilization,
mosques, domes, and ancient Arab markets on the Tigris River.

Archacology

The episode featured a group of Abbasid mosques

Historical Characters

A group of historical Arab figures appeared in the episode: Abu Al-Izz bin Al-Razzaz Al-Jazari, inventor of the
elephant clock and many hydraulic inventions.

Clothes

The episode featured a group of costumes that represent the current and historical era, such as the turban, abaya,
and historical Arab clothing in the Abbasid civilization.
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Table (6): Clutch Character analyses

Ben and Essam series

6 Clutch for Wheels’ character - the antiquities thief
Face shape White oval face
Skin Tone
hair cut Black hair
Eyes Medium-sized eyes with black pupils
Clothes Formal suit and tie

Table (7): Roxen's Character analyses

Ben and Essam series

7 Roxen's character - helping the antiquities thief

Face shape White oval face

i Skin Tone

hair cut Golden hair
* Eyes Medium-sized eyes with black pupils
) Clothes Women's formal suit

From the above, we can distinguish between the physical characteristics of the main
characters that appeared in the episodes of the Ben and Issam series, as the table shows
the main criteria for each character, and from the analysis of the local characters that
appeared, such as the character Issam and grandfather Omar Aziz, we notice the main
characteristics that distinguish the Arab citizen in the Levant, where the dark skin and the
mass of hair tend to be brown in colour, have a semi-circular face shape, medium-sized
eyes and have a hazel colour, taking into account the style of clothing that is widespread
as daily clothing nowadays, away from traditional Arab clothing, which appeared clearly
within the episodes of the series, taking into account the content presented in each
episode. Through observations, we sce that all the Arab characters who It appeared not to
be influenced in one way or another by the Western characters in terms of form and
content, taking into account showing the difference between the Arab and Western
characters, as we saw from the character of Ben and Michael, in which the recipient can
differentiate between all the characters clearly and frankly. The characters in the series
Ben and Issam were a reflection of the people who live in The Arab countries in general
and Jordan in particular, which can clearly represent the visual identity of the Jordanian
character through animation. Although there is a touch of other influences that were
observed in the design of the secondary character, it is still the Arab identity that
dominates the characters in the series, and the viewer can clearly distinguish the
character’s gender and culture.

Characteristics of the story, time and place in the design of the Ben and Essam
series:

The episodes of the Ben and Issam series showed a large mixture of different times
and places, through which the designer tried to achieve the desired goal of the content and
successfully convey the ideas of the story. By analyzing a group of Ben and Issam
episodes, which amounted to four different episodes (the first, fourth, sixth, and ninth),
we see a mixture many temporal and spatial characteristics that revealed the Arab visual
identity. Through an analysis of the episodes according to the criteria specified for that,
the researcher reached a mixture of vocabulary that contributed to achieving the visual
identity and imposing the dominance of the Arab Place on the viewer. The researcher
identified a set of criteria to analyze this content, such as architectural elements,
antiquities, Clothes, historical figures, and the desired story.
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Designing animated characters in the Ben and Essam series:
Table (1): Essam’s Character analyses

Ben and Essam series

1 Essam’s Character - an Arab boy of Jordanian nationality

Face shape
Skin Tone

He has a semi-circular heart face, and wheat-coloured skin

hair cut

Mass of hair combed to the side, and black hair

Eyes

Eyes of medium size, and hazel

Clothes

Shirt, traditional pants and shoes

Table (2): Ben's Character analyses

Ben and Essam series

2 Ben's character - a Western boy - American nationality

Face shape Oval face and white skin

Skin Tone

hair cut A mass of hair combed from the middle. Hair color
is golden

Eyes The eyes are large, prominent, and the color of the
eyes is blue

Clothes Sportswear T-shirt and shorts

Ben and Essam series

Table (3): Omar Character analyses

3 Omar Aziz’s Character - the grandfather - Arab-Jordanian nationality

Face shape A semi-circular heart face with thick mustaches

Skin Tone and eyebrows, and wheat-coloured skin

hair cut Traditional brown hair mass

Eyes Medium-sized, hazel-colored eyes and a small
pupils

Clothes Shirt and pants clothing is common clothing in the

Middle East

Table (4): Jake' Character analyses

Ben and Essam series

4 Jake's character - the grandfather - is a Western American nationality/archaeologist

Face shape Almost oval, without mustaches and golden
Skin Tone eyebrows, white skin

hair cut Bald with a golden side mass of hair

Eyes Medium-sized eyes, blue color, and small pupils
Clothes Clothes

Table (5): Jasmine's Character analyses

5 Jasmine's character - the desert fairy

Face shape White circular face

Skin Tone

hair cut Tied hair and long hair braids

Eyes Wide eyes

Clothes Traditional Arabic dress and Arabic ornament
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years greatly influenced the creation of the identity of Arab animation and its topics,
which is what we see today through various social media platforms in terms of political
and humorous cartoons, which Represent the state of popular revolution that the Arab
world is experiencing.

The Ben and Issam series came to represent a new case in designing the local Arab
visual identity in animation, because of the intellectual contents it carries that contribute
to raising a conscious Arab generation and disseminating Arab culture globally, accepting
others, and preserving the cultural, social, and historical heritage. It carries important
messages that help generations with these messages. It also contributes to preserving
history.

Methodology:

The Ben and Issam series and the characters that appeared in it were chosen because
they are the animation that most takes into account the characteristics of the personality
structure and formation that is the subject of the study. As I mentioned previously in the
research sample, the main goal of the series came to reflect the civilized image of Arab
culture and promote the approach of intercultural dialogue and common understanding
between individuals and societies, achievements and history. The Arab world and its
influences on the world, and this was reflected in the characters and stories of the various
scenes in its episodes, which strengthened it as a suitable model for research
methodology.

The analysis focused on a set of main characteristics, each of which included a set of
standards for content analysis. The researcher identified characteristics (characters, story,
place, and time), and under each characteristic fell a set of standards that the researcher
specified as follows: personality standards, such as face shape. And the story of the hair,
eyes, and clothes. As for the story, time, and place, the main criteria were the architectural
elements, personal clothing, monuments, the story and historical figures, and the
significance and meanings of the content. The researcher used analysis methods to verify
the designer’s success in extending the Arabic visual identity to the series’ vocabulary and
In order to know the impact that could have on the viewer, content analysis was therefore
used to determine the extent to which the Ben and Issam series was able to discover the
Arab and local Jordanian identity.

In this research paper, the researcher followed the qualitative approach to discover the
design characteristics of the Arabic visual identity in animation to reach the desired
research results. The main determinant of the current study is the unit of analysis, which
is the episodes of the series itself. The researcher identified the episodes Intentionally,
these episodes were chosen because of their diversity Its historical, Arab and cultural
topics contribute to a more in-depth analysis of the research topic.

The analysis tool used with this methodology will enable the researcher to examine
the designer’s ability to highlight the Arab visual identity, and then he will provide a
critique of this analysis based on the Arab environment, socially and culturally, which
will help the researcher reveal and highlight the characteristics of the Arab identity and
the effects of the social environment in which he lives.
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the Arab region, where the Islamic world in general is. From it emerged the OK-TOONS
Foundation, which came to express the specificities of Islamic identity, and produced a
group of animated films with an Arab-Islamic cultural identity, the first of which was
(Muhammad the Conqueror) in (1995 AD), and whose production was characterized by
the exclusion of instrumental music and the inclusion of songs. (web 4,2022) Religious
without instruments (chants).

In general, the Arab cultural, national, and religious identity formed a compass for
animation makers in the Arab world, which was reflected in their productions from its
founding to the present day. The Arabic language formed the basic and constant element
in Arab animation and the changes in cultural, environmental, and societal elements,
political and religious topics, as well as in ideologies, to create a comprehensive Arab
identity in animation. There is no doubt that the Arab Spring in the past twenty years
greatly influenced the creation of the identity of Arab animation and its topics, which is
what we see today through various social media platforms in terms of political and
humorous cartoons, It is what the Arab world is going through right now—a popular
revolt.

The Ben and Issam series came to represent a new case in designing the local Arab
visual identity in animation, because of the intellectual contents it carries that contribute
to raising a conscious Arab generation and disseminating Arab culture globally, accepting
others, and preserving the cultural, social, and historical heritage. It carries important
messages that help generations with these messages. It also contributes to preserving
history.

Ben & Izzy Animated series:

It is a three-dimensional animation series, produced by the Jordanian Rubicon
Company (the Jordanian Development and Training Company (Ben and Issam -
Wikipedia (web 5,2023), in 2010. The launch ceremony of the animated series “Ben and
Issam” was held in New York, which came with the aim of Helping children from
different cultures understand each other and emphasizing that their different cultures and
ways of thinking do not mean disagreement between them. (web 6,2010),

Rubicon International Company specializes in entertainment production. The group
includes a team of hundreds of employees in four locations: the capital, Amman, in
Jordan, the American city of Los Angeles, the city of Manila in the Philippines, and
Dubai in the Emirates. This company designs, directs and produces content including:
feature films, television, games, applications, web content, thematic entertainment design
and development, intellectual property acquisition, licensing and merchandising. (web
8,2023), The story of the Ben and Issam series revolves around two eleven-year-old
children, one of whom is a Jordanian Arab named Issam and the second is an American
named Ben. Over time, the two children become friends despite their different cultures.
This friendship resulted from work ties between grandfather.

The episodes of the series deal with a basic axis of science and scientists, both Arab
and Western. Through thirteen episodes of this series, it was a portal into the depths of
history and revealed Arab discoveries, inventions, and interesting and useful information
in a manner dominated by the spirit of adventure and suspense. In its episodes, the series
dealt with the topic of preserving the world’s historical heritage, where Wonders of the
ancient world and protecting them from thieves and the antiquities trade.

In general, the Arab cultural, national, and religious identity formed a compass for
animation makers in the Arab world, which was reflected in their productions from its
founding to the present day. The Arabic language formed the basic and constant element
in Arab animation and the changes in cultural, environmental, and societal elements,
political and religious topics, and differences Ideologies in shaping the comprehensive
Arab identity in animation. There is no doubt that the Arab Spring in the past twenty
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Saddam. Hussein during the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988). (Khalil, J. F. 2023).

Economic resources were the main obstacle in the animation industry at that time,
which forced producers to turn to political issues and different ideologies to obtain the
necessary funding for the Arab animation industry, and from here came the branches of
the Arab animation industry and the creation of its visual identity, some of which dealt
with and reflected national identity, Which mainly dealt with political issues using local
environments and characters to a large extent on the visual level. The colloquial dialect is
used with an emphasis on the specificity of countries and other Arab characters. The
novels also use familiar stories based on collective memory that define national, regional,
religious, and ethnic identities. Such as: folk tales, historical events, well-known stories
from religious texts, etc. The main indicators of identity are buildings, cityscapes, internal
and external locations, and landscapes, in addition to characters, including their features
and clothing, and the primary sign of identity is language.

We began to see this in the productions of Dr. Mona Abu Al-Nasr in the character of
the famous Egyptian series Bakkar (1998-2016) (web 3,2021), the Nubian character who
reflected the unity of Egyptians. In each episode of the series, Bakkar embarks on a new
adventure with his peers in his school, whether inside his village, or outside it, “Bakkar
Abu is a delicate and small palm” that entered the homes and hearts of Egyptians, old and
young, because of building his visual identity that represented the Egyptians and their
culture. Bakkar dealt with many political topics. “Bakkar” was not the only work of Dr.
Mona Abu. Al-Nasr, (Soliman, M. 2007) where she presented “Sinbad the Sailor” and the
production company that bears her name produced the series “Super Henedy” in (2007),
which is an Egyptian animated comedy series.

Just as the identity of animation carried the national identity, it also carried the Arab-
Islamic identity in many of the topics that shaped the Arab animation industry, as the
classical Arabic language is considered a vital factor in the production of social and
political topics. The language has a symbolic value, expressing regional identities, so it
targets animation that Classical Arabic is mainly used by audiences in the Arab world in
general, along with Arabic narratives, characters, and architectural elements that create a
sense of neutrality and cultural closeness. Classical Arabic is the language of the Qur’an
and Islamic discourse, depending on a variety of factors that include the identity of the
product and its goals, sponsorship, target audience, and distribution channels. And also
political and economic considerations. Examples include: (Iftah Ya Simsim), which was
produced by the Gulf Cooperation Council in 1979 (web 2,2023) and the series (Zaatour)
(1995) written by Bazza Al-Batini, which revolves around a small donkey called Zaatour
and his friends, accompanied by the woodcutter and his daughter Maryam, each episode
discusses a general problem, as he appeared in an unspecified rural environment, and the
physical appearance and clothing of the characters lack a specific Arab culture, as he
came with a general Arab identity. (Khalil, J.F. 2023).

During the nineties of the last century and the beginning of the current century, many
Arab production companies appeared that contributed to the production of animation with
a national or Arab identity, using a combination of unified Arab culture and identity in its
production, Like the Al-Najm Company for Artistic creation in Syria, whose goal was to
depict the Levantine culture through animation, the Arab and national identities were
regarded as a message in the creation process. The companies specialized in making Arab
animation with an Arab-Islamic character were not overlooked, as Islam was presented as
part of Arab culture, and elements of Islamic architecture were used such as: mosques,
minarets, and fashion elements such as: the women’s hijab, and Islamic phrases were
used in daily life without engaging in direct discourses about religion, and as a producer
of animation of an Islamic nature, the distribution limits were greater than the borders of
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(Mishmish Effendi) because of a famous saying that Talaat Harb, the founder of Banque
Misr and Studio Misr, said to the Frankel family when they asked him to finance the first
Egyptian animated film, in the style of Disney. He replied to them: “There is no point,”
and when the question was repeated, he would tell them: "In apricots."

Meshmesh Effendi’s films discussed Egyptian concerns, and she shouldered the
responsibility of spreading awareness among Egyptians in a new, authentic Egyptian way.
She discussed negatives that Egyptians have been known for since time immemorial,
such as: the traffic crisis. Meshmesh Effendi also led a donation campaign for the national
defense in 1938 AD. He participated in other films, such as: (Blessings and Healing, The
Hot Plumbing, and Mishmish Effendi on Mars), and the Frankel family continued to
believe in the character (Mishmeesh Effendi) until the situation began to deteriorate, so
they were forced to immigrate to France and re-produce (Mishmesh Effendi), but in the
French style under the name "Mimish", but he did not find popularity there until his star
faded (web 1, 2014) and his character faded away. (Mishmeesh Effendi and Bahia)
formed in the 1930s the beginnings of the formation of the Arab visual identity in
animation, but they were greatly influenced by the prevailing culture of cartoons.
Animated in the West, the characters appeared as identical copies with differences in
details to reflect the Egyptian Arab identity at that time.

Since that time, until the nineties of the last century, animation remained individual
attempts to show the potential of Arab animators and creative makers, and because
animation was not one of the priorities of Arab producers at that time, due to the
prevailing culture that it was cartoons directed to children and also due to the lack of
widespread television culture in the Arab world, Although Arab animators enjoy a high
level of creativity, especially African Arabs, such as in Egypt and Tunisia, their creative
attempts at creating animation have been limited to a small scale, because the main
concern is the search for economic resources for themselves and daily income, which
they did not find in their cartoon industry. For a long period, the dubbing process
dominated animation in the Arab world. The content shown mainly on television channels
reflected Western ideas, values and cultures, the concept of which on television was
limited to programs intended for children, which constituted a process of freezing and
stagnation for a long period in front of Arab producers who restricted producing of Arabic
animation under the pretext of the audience, which was limited to early stages of life
(Khalil, J.F. 2023). The dubbing process was essentially controlled by the works of Arab
producers. Here came the cultural appropriation and “Arabization” of the content, such as
changing the dialogue and giving the characters Arabic names, such as: Renaming
Captain Tsubasa to Captain Majid, for example.

The term cultural hybridity is the true measurement of the early stage in the creation
of Arab visual identity in animation. This term, which was launched by (Silvio Weisbord
and Sonia Galvin (Waisbord, S., & Jalfin, S. 2009), is the blending of global and local
Arab cultural forms, and continuous borrowing. And the intertwining of styles and forms
whose origins are located geographically in distant corners of the world. The process of
building new forms of Arabic animation relied mainly at that time on mixing Arab and
Western cultural elements at the same time.

As we entered the 1980s, and the frequency of television and satellite channels
increased, Arabic animation began to take a turn with greater pace in construction,
especially the urgent need to use it as a means to spread ideologies, and political and
educational topics that can be used to build children’s personalities and guide them, as
Babel Company produced in Iraq. The animated film (The Princess and the River, 1982),
(web 2,2023), whose elements were based on Iraqi Arab culture and whose events take
place against the backdrop of the conflicting Sumerian kingdoms. Promoting such
narratives through animated films contributed to the propaganda of former President
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which will contribute to the emergence of a more modern design, reflecting the Arab and
local cultural and artistic reality. The importance also comes from the fact that research in
the field of Arab animation is limited, and those who follow the great developments it is
going through. The animation industry in general and Arabic animation in particular.

1- Research Objective:

Revealing the mechanism of designing the local visual identity and its characters in
the Arab animation industry through studying the animated series Ben and Essam.

2 Limits of the research:

It represents a collection of episodes of the Ben and Essam series from the first season

in 2010, being the only season that has been produced so far.
3- Study Sample:

The Ben and Essam series was chosen as a model and sample for the study because it
was produced in Jordan with official support and sponsorship (web 6, 2010) to reflect the
civilized image of Arab culture and promote the approach of intercultural dialogue and
common understanding between individuals and societies. The Ben and Essam series
came with its first title in the English language and was launched at an official ceremony
in the United States of America - New York. The production company contributed to
distributing the series and publishing it in Western countries and across the world. Social
media platforms, and the series was re-dubbed in Arabic and published on social media
platforms later.

It was a set of four episodes of the animated series Ben and Essam: the first episode,
the fourth episode, the sixth episode, and the ninth episode. These episodes were chosen
because of the diversity of their historical, Arab, and cultural topics, which contribute to a
more in-depth analysis of the research topic.

Presentation of Theoretical Literature:
Presentation: Arab Visual Identity in Animation

Since the 1930s, Arabic animation has shown a response to the influence of the
prevailing style of Western animation. This response was limited to the idea first and the
implementation mechanism second. At the same time, the limited Arab producers at that
time tried to form a deviation in the visual identity of Arabic animation, despite the clear
influence at times. And imitating Western cultures at other times.

At a time when Western animation producers developed, relying mainly on prevailing
myths, stories, and surreal daily life (SURREALISM). For example, (Betty Boop and
Felix the Cat), and (Bouldin, J. 2001) stated that the Arab animation industry was in the
process of birth; it appeared in the beginning with an Arabic character such as (Mishmish
Effendi), (Callus, P. 2018), which was the product of the cross-fertilization of Western
and Eastern cultural traditions at the same time.

(Mishmish Effendi) has been, even for a short period, an Arab visual identity in
animation since its birth in 1934 AD. (Mishmish Effendi) is, in fact, an Egyptian hero
who expressed the Egyptian citizen, so he was inspired by the character of “Al-Masry
Effendi” by the Egyptian-Armenian cartoonist (Saroukhan), which It was published in a
newspaper called (Akhir Sa'a) at that time (web 1, 2014). Despite this, the visual identity
of the character itself created widespread controversy, especially accusations that his
character was inspired by the character (Mickey Mouse), which came from the
dominance of Walt Disney. At that time in the American animation industry, the character
of the Arab woman was also present in (Mishmeesh Effendi) and in (Baheya), which
represented the Egyptian woman, in the manner of (Minnie Mouse), Mickey Mouse’s
famous lover.”(Baheya) is the Egyptian character inspired by the character (Betty Boop),
which was created by the American Max Fleischer (Pointer, R. (2017), and who appeared
as a dancer in most of her episodes in American animation, and the name was given.
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Research Problem:

During recent years, the world has witnessed a tremendous and noticeable
development in the animation industry, including tools and engines to build the design of
the new idea in animation in general. This development was demonstrated by the
emergence of a large group of animation makers, some countries adopted these makers
and contributed with their financial and technical support. Animation makers showed in
Jordan, for example, there was a new style stemming from the local visual identity,
despite the limited nature of this production. These drawings were present in international
forums in design and message, and their design was based on the local visual identity,
trying to enter the discursive arena directed in order to influence the viewer locally and
globally. Also, the characters were selected in animation has shaped the diversity and
complexity of nationalities and trends, and here the idea of designing the local visual
identity in animation has emerged as a concept in artistic production and the method of
intentional selectivity in choosing the idea and symbols. The world has witnessed
tremendous transformations at the level of animation design, which has become a basis
for cultivating the transformation in the structure. Thought and its transformations are
represented in the ability to influence the recipient and innovate ideas for a design that is
compatible with the nature of intellectual transformations, ideologies, and acceptance of
others by investing these fees in raising a conscious generation. The series “Ben and
Essam” targeted children from different cultures to help them understand each other and
emphasize that the difference in their cultures and ways of thinking does not mean
disagreement between them.

We can define the research problem by asking the following question:

What are the connotations of local visual identity in the design of Arabic animation,
the Ben and Essam series being an example during the last ten years, and what is the
impact of these connotations on viewers in the world?

Research Importance:

The importance of the research is evident in studying the local visual identity in
animation and its design methods in Arab animation, and the ability of animator makers
to deal with this identity and its vocabulary in their design of animation and its characters
according to visions that serve the purposes of the message of this cartoon, after studying
a group of episodes of the Ben and Essam series. As a qualitative analytical study, note
that this study will be one of the pioneering studies that will be used in the field of precise
and general specialization for the title of Arab animation, as it will contribute to creating a
new field of research in Arabic animation, its topics, and the role of animation in
displaying the culture of Arab civilization in a different way in front of other cultures.
This will enhance the upbringing of Western generations and fight the well-known
stereotype. It will also contribute to encouraging Arab animation makers to choose local
topics and will also contribute to encouraging official institutions to support these makers.
On the one hand, this study will contribute to strengthening the capabilities of animation
designers to Building Arab animated characters that reflect the Arab identity, keep pace
with cultural developments, and show the state of contemporary times in the Arab world,
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Abstract

In this study, the researcher aims to explore the design of Arab visual
identity in animation. The research consists of a qualitative study and
analysis of animations produced in Jordan. The objective of the study is to
uncover the cultural implications of the visual identity depicted and
disseminated in animations, as well as its impact on generations. The
researcher discusses the concept of Arab and religious visual identity in
animation. The qualitative method was employed in this study, with
deliberate selection of research samples. The research sample was drawn
from the series "Ben and Essam," which was produced in the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan. The researcher analyzed several episodes of the series
as the research sample. The study concluded several key findings,
including the ability of the "Ben and Essam" series to highlight local
(Arab, religious) visual identity and enhance Arab-Islamic local culture
through the stories and topics covered in its episodes. The study found that
the "Ben and Essam" series portrayed the bright side of Arab-Islamic
civilization and culture, carrying local visual identity within its design and
narratives. It conveyed values, knowledge, messages, and connotations
that affirm the role of Arab-Islamic civilization in building society,
nurturing youth, promoting tolerance, and accepting others.

Keywords: Visual identity, Animation, Character design, Ben and
Essam.

O Suudsa (A8 jaiall o g 1 (B Adaal) 4y pad) 4y 9gd) anana

Lad gadl 0y aluas g
SN €ia ;Y1 Amaladl cpanaill s ¢y idl) S g puadl ¢y gidll and oA gleas 36 S 3/ 38
oadlll

ASatall asel) b Lusall pad) Lsgh) pranad GLEKL Lulyull sia b Galdl e

5o byl Guas (a)d) 8 Lali] o Epaie ageyl Julats Liay dulyuy Sadl dlls
Lo piis Lajln¥ Emtedl psel) poiad o () &paidl Lseld Lol <YYol Lo a2
poensll b Ladls Lpall Lpadl Lsgll pseie Saldl Joliss Jua¥l & Lsgll 1ia ils
Sl ziledd Wdad adis i esill pgiedl Ewhull sda B Galdl sudtul wdy 3S,atal
Lo, ¥ ALl b daluil o3 gdll (slacs ) Joboss (o iadl B Cislag Lyal sliiall
Ciald s el dhe Jedaall Glils Go degane Jolaty Galdl ali Gua eyl
Llaodl Dyl Luggl) Sinl e plaacs O Jodows 5,05 Lgatl Ll (oo deponal Luslyull
G malsally pamdll JMA Go oDl Lusal) Ldaall GLEN 35a55 (Laadly dsall)
Go Goidiall ilall (e placy Gn Judiss OF Lyl Lads celay clila G Llolis
Aanly devant LLE G Dlaall Lpadl Logll Jans Ladl¥) duyall dalatlly 5,Laal
getiall 2ly G DXl dupall B)laadl jau a5 S¥Y0y Jilys jlaey ol Maas (IS

AY iy ol sa3aty e Bl Fpgis
Lltay 0585 Ol b Lpall Tpatall psenyll Sipetianl alall O e linledl) dis
Oo OS5 o Epatall sl N s el Gneaaally Gnslusll caslse 05al G0y DY glas
a5 ey Liagls JWLA gy LajkaeY ot sl lld b cupall Cnaiall @yl
o Lold g ladl Go Jle (g5t pgaal O el Gl Gla ‘9;).,.l\ el o slakst) dalss
§ysane A adtall powyll delio b passgn SilS welld poy . uists )msd-“w LY el
e Galill Glae @l dun o gosall JAul julas e i) Sluadl bl 3es 3l






Jordan Journal of the

ARTS

An International Refereed Research Journal

Funded by the Scientific Research Support Fund

Volume 17, No.2, June, 2024, Dhu al-Hijjah, 1445 H

CONTENTS

Articles in Arabic Language

Designing Web Interfaces for Saudi Universities: a Critical Study 135- 160
Muneer Ahmed hamed

The Role of Environmental Design in Preserving the Archaeological 161- 183
Artifacts and its Sustainability: As-Salt Archaeological Museum -Toukan

House - as a Case Study

Saif Obeidat, Ruba Seiseh, Mohammad Ababneh, Mohammad Abdelkareem

Terrorism and its Reflections on Theatrical Scenography: Clash as a 185- 194
model: An Analytical Study

Yazan Kamal Al Bader, Moabid Khalaf Al-Issawi

An Analytical Study of Jordanian Local Architecture Case Study: 195- 208
Selected Residential Buildings for the City of Amman (1960-1970)

Ali Mahmoud Abu ghanime

The Role of Cultural Industries of the Arts in Promoting Saudi Projects 209- 240
as an Approach to Enhancing a Sense of Belonging

among Taif University students

Faisal Abdulwahab Alzahrani

Melodic and Instrumental Adaptation According to the Ulwila Method in | 241- 257
Music Therapy

Tarig William Odeh

Articles in English Language

Designing Local Visual Identity in Animation: The Jordanian Series 259- 272
"Ben and Essam" as an Example

fuad eyad fuad khasawneh

The Design Characteristics of Arabic Calligraphy and The Extent of its 273-290

Influence on Islamic Interior Design
Naser Th. Al-Mughrabi







Subscription Form

Jordan Journal of

ARTS

An International Peer-Reviewed Research Journal

Published by the Deanship of Research & Graduate Studies, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan

SPECIALIEY: .ttt bttt a ettt b e e bt n e eaeeh et et et e b b et ne bt eneenes
AAIESS: .ottt ettt e e e e ae e e ta e e e ttaeeetaeeaeaeeeetneeenteeeaneaeanns

City & POSTAL COUE: ...ttt ettt e b e sttt et b et e bbb e et eneentens
COUNTY . ottt ettt ettt et ea bt e e e a bt et sab e ea b e sh b e e bt e sabesbe e e st e s b e e sbtenbeebeeebeebeenbeenneenbes
Phone: ..

Fax: ..

E-mail: .

INO. OF COPIES: .ttt ettt ettt et b e e bt et e e e s e eh bt e bt ebeebe et eneenbebeebeebeeseeneeseenean
Payment: ..o

SIZNATUIE: ...ttt ettt e sttt

Cheques should be paid to Deanship of Research and Graduate Studies - Yarmouk University.

I would like to subscribe to the Journal One Year Subscription Rates
For
/ One Year Inside Jordan  Outside Jordan
/ Two Years Individuals JD 5 € 20
Institutions  JD 8 € 40

/ Three Years

Correspondence

Subscriptions and Sales:

Prof. Dr. Monther Sameh Al-Atoum
Deanship of Research and Graduate Studies
Yarmouk University
Irbid — Jordan
Telephone: 00 962 2 711111 Ext. 3735
Fax: 00 962 2 7211121







General Rules

1. Jordan Journal of the Arts is published by The Deanship of Research and Graduate Studies, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

2. JJA publishes scholarly research papers in the field of Fine Arts.

3. The journal publishes genuinely original research submissions written in accordance with scholarly manuscript
criteria.

4. The journal publishes scholarly research articles in Arabic or in English.

5. Submissions that fail to conform to JJA’s publishing instructions and rules will not be considered.

6. All submissions are subject to confidential critical reviewing in accordance with the standard academic criteria.
Publication Guidelines

1. The contributor should submit a duly signed written statement stipulating that his submission has neither been
published nor submitted for publication to any other journal, in addition to a brief resume including his current
address, position, and academic rank.

2. Documentation: The journal uses the American Psychological Association (APA) stylesheet for scholarly
publication in general. The contributors should observe the rules of quoting, referring to primary sources, and other
scholarly publication ethics. The journal retains the right to rejecting the submission and publicizing the case in
the event of plagiarism. For sample in-text documentation and list of references, please consult
(http://apastyle.apa.org), then (http://www.library.cornell.edu/newhelp/res_strategy/citing/apa.html).

3. Articles should be sent via email to: (jja@yu.edu.jo) in Arabic or English. They should be printed on computer

and double-spaced. Manuscripts in Arabic should use (Arial, font: Normal 14). Manuscripts in English should use
(Times New Roman, font: Normall2). Manuscripts should include an Arabic abstract in addition to a 150-word
English abstract with the number of words following it in brackets. Each abstract should be followed by the
keywords necessary to lead prospective online researchers to the article. Manuscripts are not to exceed thirty (30)
A4 pages, tables, diagrams, and appendixes included. Tables, diagrams, and drawings should appear with headings
in the text in their order of occurrence and should be numbered accordingly.

4. If the article is taken from an MA thesis or PhD dissertation, this fact should be stated clearly in a footnote on
the title page providing the name and address of the author of the original thesis or dissertation.

5. The researcher should submit a copy of each appendix: software, tests, drawings, pictures, etc. (if applicable)
and state clearly how such items can be obtained by those who might want to avail themselves of them, and he
should submit a duly signed written statement stipulating that he would abstain under all circumstances from
impinging on copyright or authorship rights.

6. If initially accepted, submissions will be sent for critical reviewing to at least two confidentially selected
competent and specialized referees.

7. The journal will acknowledge receipt of the submission in due time and will inform the author(s) of the editorial
board’s decision to accept the article for publication or reject it.

8. The Board of Editor’s decision to reject the article or accept it for publication is final, with no obligation on its
part to announce the reasons thereof.

9. Once the author(s) is informed of the decision to accept his/her article for publication the copyright is
transferred to JJA.

10. JJA retains the right to effect any minor modifications in form and/or demand omissions, reformulation, or
rewording of the accepted manuscript or any part thereof in the manner that conforms to its nature and publication
policy.

11. In case the author(s) decided to withdraw his/her manuscript after having submitted it, he/she would have to
pay to Yarmouk University all expenses incurred as a result of processing the manuscript.

12. JJA sends the sole or principal author of the published manuscript one copy of the issue in which his/her
manuscript is published together with ten (10) offprints free of charge.

13. The journal pays no remuneration for the manuscripts published in it.

Disclaimer

“The material published in this journal represents the sole views and opinions of its author(s). It does not
necessarily reflect the views of the Board of Editors or Yarmouk University, nor does it reflect the policy of the
Scientific Research Support Fund at the Ministry of Higher Education in Jordan.”



Jordan Journal of the Arts is currently indexing in:

* We are Crossref

-

g

Crossref
* Ulrichs

ULRICHS\WEB"

GLOBAL SERIALS DIRECTORY

* E — MAREFA Database. (Q1)

E-MAREFA

Arcif

Analytics



Jordan Journal of the

ARTS

An International Refereed Research Journal Funded
by the Scientific Research Support Fund

Volume 17, No.2, June, 2024, Dhu al-Hijjah, 1445 H

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

Ales Erjavec
University of Primorska, Slovenia.

Arnold Bcerleant
Long Island University, USA.

Barbara Metzger
Waldbrunn, Germany.

George Caldwell
Oregon State University, USA.

Jessica Winegar
Fordham University, USA.

Oliver Grau
Danube University Krems, Holland.

Mohammad Al-Ass'ad
Carleton University, USA.

Mostafa Al-Razzaz
Helwan University, Egypt.

Tyrus Miller
University of California, USA.

Nabeel Shorah
Helwan University, Egypt.

Khalid Amine
Abdelmalek Essaadi University, Morocco.






The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Yarmouk University

Jordan Journal of the

ARTS

An International Peer-Reviewed Research
Journal funded by the Scientific Research Support Fund

Print: ISSN 2076-8958
Online:ISSN 2076-8974

Volume 17, No.2, June, 2024, Dhu al-Hijjah, 1445 H



Jordan Journal of the

ARTS

An International Refereed Research Journal
Funded by the Scientific Research Support Fund

Volume 17, No.2, June, 2024, Dhu al-Hijjah, 1445 H

Jordan Journal of the Arts (JJ/A4): An International Peer-Reviewed Research Journal issued by the
Deanship of Research and Graduate Studies, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan, and funded by the

Scientific Research Support Fund, Amman, Jordan.

Chief Editor:
Prof. Monther Sameh Al-Atoum.

Faculty of Fine Arts, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

monzeral@hotmail.com

Editorial Board:
Prof. Dr. Hikmat H. Ali.
College of Architecture and Design, Jordan
University of Science and Technology.
hikmat.ali@gmail.com

Prof. Dr. Hani Faisal Hayajneh.
Faculty of Archaeology and Anthropology, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.
hani@yu.edu.jo

Editorial Secretary: Fuad Al-Omary.

Arabic Language Editor: Dr. Hanee AdDeeb.

English Language Editor: Dr. Abdullah Dagamseh

Cover Design: Dr. Arafat Al-Naim,

Layout: Fuad Al-Omary

Manuscripts should be submitted to:

Prof. Dr. Mohammad H. Nassar.
School of Arts and Design, University of Jordan,
Amman, Jordan.
mohammadnassar@hotmail.com

Prof. Dr.Bilal M. Diyabat.
Faculty of Fine Arts, Yarmouk niversity, Irbid,
Jordan.
belal deabat@yahoo.com

Prof. Monther Sameh Al-Atoum
Editor-in-Chief, Jordan Journal of the Arts
Deanship of Research and Graduate Studies
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan
Tel. 00962 2 7211111 Ext. 3735
E-mail: jja@yu.edu.jo
https://journals.yu.edu.jo/jja/








